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Doug Holtam
NCC Principal

THE GLORIOUS EXCHANGE

As we approach the mid-point of 2017, I wonder how time could go 
so quickly! I feel it is important to reflect upon what God impressed 
upon us at the beginning of the year. As you know, our College 
theme for 2017 is ‘STRONGER’; our key verse is taken from Isaiah 
40:31:

 ‘But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint’.

This reminds us that we are to look to God for strength in order 
that we are able to live the lives of abundance and significance he 
has for us. Waiting on God does not necessarily imply inactivity, it 
could include prayer, fasting, meditation on the scriptures, praise 
or worship. Fundamentally, this scripture exhorts us to to actively 
place our trust and confidence in him as we go about our lives, 
utilising the gifts, abilities and resources available to us. 

Matthew 11:28 beautifully complements the above scripture: “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Jesus knows that we will, at times, become overburdened and tired; 
we lead busy lives and often experience stressful situations which 
cause anxiety and can leave us feeling overwhelmed. As we wait 
upon God, he is able to renew our strength; how is this possible? 
In responding to this, let’s continue reading from the verse above, 
“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.”; Jesus reminds us that his burden is 
a light load that we are able to carry, but only when we are yoked 
to or willing to work in close partnership with him. It is through God’s 
grace that this magnificent exchange takes place -  his strength for 
our weakness. This empowers us to rise up a like the eagle and, as 
we do the work of God, become energised and renewed in the 
process. 

As we trust God and continue to work in harmony with him and 
each other, I know that we will all, both individually and corporately, 
become STRONGER together. 
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DIARY DATES

Tuesday 30th May: 
Middle School Parenting Seminar 
6.30 – 8.30pm

Monday 5th June:
Year 7 Immunisations
Winter Music Recital
 
Monday 12th June:
Queen’s Birthday – no classes
 
Friday 16th June:
Report Writing Day – no classes

Thursday 29th June:
Prep – Year 10 Showcase

Friday 30th June
Last day of Term Two 
2.30pm finish

TERM DATES 2017
 
Term Two: 
Wednesday 19th April – 
Friday 30th June
 
Term Three: 
Wednesday 19th July - 
Friday 22nd September  

Term Four: 
Tuesday 10th October – 
Friday 8th December

CAR PARK SAFETY

The Junior Primary Car Park (alongside 
the oval) is closed between 11am and 
2pm each day. This is to ensure that 
the students can move between the 
school grounds and the oval safely 
during recess and lunchtime. Parents 
who are visiting the school between 
these hours are welcome to park in 
the Main Car Park.

Parents also need to be aware that 
the primary crossing must remain 
clear at all times. Students are not 
allowed to enter or exit from a 
vehicle at the crossing.

WINTER MUSIC RECITAL

The annual NCC Winter Music Recital is 
fast approaching with many students 
eager to perform and showcase 
their musical skill. The Winter Music 
Recital will be held on Monday 5th 
of June, 7pm at the Banyule Theatre, 
Heidleburg.

Students who are selected to perform 
will receive a letter home informing 
you of this. Tickets will be available 
for purchase from the Accounts office 
for this event. I look forward to seeing 
many families attend and enjoy a 
fantastic night of entertainment.

INDIVIDUAL MUSIC TEACHER 
POSITION

Northside Christian College is seeking 
an enthusiastic and experienced 
brass teacher  and saxaphone 
teacher to work with the Primary 
Band Programme commencing 
in week one of Term 3, 2017. Both 
positions are for 2 periods of band 
programme each academic week, 
with the opportunity to also teach 
individual  students who choose to 
enrol in the College Instrumental 
Music Programme. 

Applicants must support the Christian 
ethos of the College.  Successful 
applicants are required to sign the 
College Child Safety Code of Conduct 
before beginning employment at the 
College.

A current WWCC and  Police 
Check should be provided with 
your CV and a covering letter to  
music@ncc.vic.edu.au  to  be  considered 
for this role.  Any enquiries should be 
made to the College by phone on  
03 9467 2499.  Applications close 
Wednesday 31st of May at 4pm.

SECONDARY LOCKERS

We strive to provide a safe and 
inviting College. As part of this we 
require all students to keep their 
locker locked. If your student does 
not have a lock, please purchase a 
combination lock from the Accounts 
office for $15. 
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YEAR 1/2 BREAKFAST

YEAR 3/4 SLEEPOVER
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The students from Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful time 
bonding with one another at the sleepover. This event 
consisted of team building games, worship sessions, 
watching a movie and not to mention sweet treats 
such as hot chocolate, biscuits and popcorn. We look 
forward to our camping experience in Term 4.

Serene Eng



PYJAMA DAY 2017
On the 12th of May Northside Christian College had a Pyjama Day day where all students had the choice to wear 
their Pyjama’s to school. The SRC Students decided this would be a great way to raise money for children around 
the world living in poverty who are not able to go to school. It was a fun filled day that began with a very special 
Mother’s Day breakfast.

Jared Stocks
Chaplain

CHAPPY CHAT
The world we live in can be a difficult place to 
navigate, with many thoughts or opinions out there 
on a range of different topics that are complex in 
nature. As adults it can be difficult to traverse the 
delicate paths around these topics, let alone for our 
children and youth. As a parent, perhaps you feel 
like avoiding discussions about big topics because 
of fear of planting ideas in their heads, creating an 
issue where there is none, or even not having a clear 
understanding of these issues yourself.

Unfortunately, when we choose to not discuss 
these issues with our children there are plenty of 
mainstream resources and media out there that 
are far too willing to replicate their worldview into 
the lives of our young people. Chances are, these 
“worldviews” will be in direct contrast to your own 
family values and Christian worldview. So here are 
five strategies to help you navigate through these 
issues.

RESEARCH 
Spend some time investigating topics well before 
they come up in a family discussions. There are many 
online resources for your perusal on topics such as 
bullying, peer pressure, stress and anxiety… the list 
goes on. Having an idea of what the children and 
youth of today are facing will also help you to be 
prepared for your child’s questions.

CREATE AN OPEN ENVIRONMENT
Be open to discussing anything with your children, 
communicate with them that no topic is off limits 
and that you desire to help them, not judge their 
opinions, thoughts and actions.

If you cultivate this environment when they are 
young, they are more likely to come to you as the 
issues get harder to understand.

LISTEN TO YOUR KIDS
It’s not always easy to find time to do this, but try to 
invest time into hearing what your child is, or even 
isn’t, saying. What are your children speaking about? 
What are their main concerns?

BE HONEST
Nothing is more important that building trust with 
your kids. There may be times where your children 
will ask you a question that you don’t have the 
answers to, and this is okay. Be honest about your 
lack of understanding and let them know that their 
question is important tand that you will go away and 
find out before giving them an answer.

ASK GOD FOR WISDOM
“But if any of you lacks wisdom, you should pray 
to God, who will give it to you; because God gives 
generously and graciously to all.” James 1:5. God is 
faithful and he cares about our kids, in fact, he knows 
more than we could ever hope to know about our 
kids, and he will guide and direct you if you seek him 
for wisdom.
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Michael Bond
Deputy Principal

GAT

The GAT is an essential part of the VCE assessment 
procedures. All students enrolled in one or more 
VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences 
must sit the GAT. Although GAT results do not count 
directly towards a student’s VCE results, they play 
an important role in checking that school-based 
and external assessments have been accurately 
assessed, and in calculating Derived Examination 
Scores. No Unit 1 or Unit 3 VCE classes will be 
scheduled at Northside Christian College on Tuesday, 
14th June as the GAT is a 3 hour test.

TERTIARY INFORMATION SESSION 

In order to further equip our Year 12 students 
with important information to assist them in their 
pathways beyond Secondary School, Northside 
Christian College Year 12 students attended the 
Tertiary Information Session held at the La Trobe 
University in Bundoora on Thursday, 26th May. 
The Tertiary Information Session (TIS) provided 
students with an opportunity to see an interactive 
presentation outlining the tertiary application 
process.

VCE STUDY ROOM AFTER SCHOOL

Senior School students are welcome to study in 
the VCE study room after school between 3:30pm 
and 4:30pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons. Please see Mr Bond if you would like to 
make any other arrangements. 

SEMESTER 2 TIMETABLE

Please note that Semester 2 classes will commence 
on Monday, 19th June for Senior School students 
at Northside Christian College. Unit 2 and Unit 4 
classes will commence on this date. There will be a 
number of changes to the timetable to reflect some 
new classes. Students will be provided with a new 
timetable for Semester 2.

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
GOING DOWN THE STREET AT LUNCH TIME

The College has updated the procedures around 
Year 11 and 12 students travelling up the street to 
visit the nearby shops at lunch time. A copy of the 
updated form is available at the VCE Administration 
Office. In the updated form, the College has further 
highlighted the expectation that students must be 
up to date with their homework and online lessons in 
order to be able to leave the College grounds to visit 
the local food outlets at lunchtime. 

Leaving the College grounds is considered a special 
privilege for Year 11 and 12 students at Northside 
Christian College. We trust families will understand 
our desire to develop stronger structures to support 
student learning at the College. 

SAC CALENDAR

Please be aware that SAC calendars for both Unit 1 
and Unit 3 have been updated during the past few 
weeks and emailed out to families. This document 
provides an overview of when students are due 
to complete assessment tasks throughout the 
semester. A new SAC calendar for Units 2 and 4 will 
be developed in preparation for Semester 2. Please 
contact Ms Laura Bovey in the VCE Administration 
Office if you would like to receive a copy or if you 
have any questions. 

We are now entering an extremely busy time for all 
Senior School students with respect to assessment. 
I encourage students to ensure they have a good 
study plan and clear timelines for completion of 
all assessments and study for examinations. Please 
continue to pray for our Senior School students. 
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Amy Horneman
VCE Coordinator

PLAIN ENGLISH SPEAKING AWARD (PESA) - MICHAEL 
HADJ

Each year the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) hosts a public speaking 
competition in which VCE students from around 
Victoria are invited to speak on ideas and topics of 
interest to them which are relevant in our current 
world. Michael Hadj represented the school proudly 
in 2017, giving a rousing and well received speech on 
the Syrian government and our perceptions of its 
role in the current political situation. According to 
Michael, this was “a great opportunity to speak about 
something I was passionate about to a likeminded 
audience of gifted orators.” Well done, Michael!
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JULIE ARLISS - ACADEMY PHILOSOPHY STUDY DAY

A group of very enthusiastic and budding young 
philosophers from Senior School made the annual 
trip to Camberwell Grammar School on Friday 19th 
May to join with a large number of other students 
from highly regarded schools around Melbourne 
to listen to lectures by Julie Arliss from the UK on 
philosophical topics such as ‘Life and Death’, ‘The Time 
Paradox’ and ‘Who Should Run a Country?’. These 
lectures are highly engaging for bright young minds 
and as we seek to promote a culture of questioning, 
thinking, discussing and learning about life, these 
study days are popular and invaluable.

‘It was fun! A great highlight that I enjoyed was the 
topics about life and time. People don’t usually tend 
to go in depth about these. It just really boggles my 
mind on how much questions relating to the topic 
can make you want to inquire the answers.’ 
- Tommy, Year 10
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On Open Day, a university opens its doors to anyone 
who is interested in attending that university in the 
future, or who would just like to know more about 
the institution. University Open Days are well worth 
attending because they can help you make one of 
life’s important decisions. Some universities have 
multiple campuses with Open Days on different 
dates at their regional or smaller campuses. Senior 
School students are encouraged to consider visiting 
a university campus for an open day.

Now is a good time to plan some plan your dates for 
visiting universities later in the year. Please note that 
there is additional information published on a wide 
range of university websites. Please continue to pray 
for our Senior School students are they begin to plan 
their pathways beyond school. 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

Melbourne - Sunday, 13th August 2017 
Ballarat – Sunday, 27th August 2017 
http://www.acu.edu.au/student_experience/
student_life/experience_uni_before_you_start/
open_day 

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY 

Warrnambool- Monday, 6th August 2017
Geelong Waterfront & Waurn Ponds
- Sunday, 20th August 2017
Melbourne Burwood - Sunday, 27th August
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/

FEDERATION UNIVERSITY

Mt Helen, Gippsland, Berwick, SMB, Camp Street - 
Sunday, 27th August 2017
http : // federat ion .edu .au/ future-students/
information-for/information-for-schools/events

RMIT

Sunday, 13th August 2017
http://www.rmit.edu.au/events/all-events/rmit-
open-day

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS
LA TROBE UNIVERSITY 

Shepparton – Friday, 4th August 2017
Melbourne – Sunday, 6th August 2017
Albury-Wodonga – Saturday, 12th August 2017  
Mildura – Wednesday, 16th August 2017
Bendigo – Sunday, 27th August 2017
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday

MONASH UNIVERSITY

Peninsula – Saturday, 5th August 2017
Caulfield and Clayton – Sunday, 6th August 2017 
Parkville – Sunday, 20th August 2017  
http://www.monash.edu/open-day 

Monash is also travelling around the country to 
answer your questions about university. They are 
presenting on the 23rd August at Caulfield on the 
topic of pathways. Register:
https://www.monash.edu/information-evenings

SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

Hawthorn- Sunday, 30th July 2017 
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/openday/ 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

Sunday, 20th August 2017
http://openday.unimelb.edu.au 

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY

Sunday, 20th August 2017
https://www.vu.edu.au/study-at-vu 

Michael Bond
Deputy Principal



CSA YOUTH PRAYER BREAKFAST
On Friday 12th May, a group of student leaders from Year 10-12 attended the CSA Youth Prayer Breakfast in 
Wantirna South, along with student leaders and teachers from other Christian schools across the Victorian 
network. The guest speaker was Eric Agyeman, who inspired the students to know the strength of their unique 
identity in Christ.

It was awesome. I loved the food but most of all the preaching and how all the schools actually prayed together 
- Andrew, Year 10

I enjoyed the fellowship we had with other Christian students/schools.  It is encouraging to hear other young 
Christians’ life stories and how God is working in their lives. The food was great - BJ, Year 10
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TERTIARY INFORMATION SERVICE
On Thursday 18th May the Year 12 students, 
accompanied by Mrs Waters and Mrs Horneman, 
attended a useful information session put on by the 
Tertiary Information Service at LaTrobe University in 
Bundoora.

“The TIS was super helpful! I learnt about opportunities 
I didn’t know about in my course and also got to 
experience and see all the different Unis that were 
available to me. I also got to ask questions to current 
students/representatives from the all the Unis.”  
- Nikki

“The experience has helped the class and I got an 
Idea of how, why, and when we should apply for our 
university courses. The experience also personally 
gave me some insight into what career paths I may 
explore in the future.” - Sam

“The TIS was very helpful as they explained all the 
different options there are after graduating school 
and the pathways you could take to reach your 
career goal.” - Michelle

L enna Waters
Careers Advisor
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EXAM STUDY TIPS
Students in Years 10 and 11 will be completing midyear 
examinations during Week 9 of this term. It is timely 
to consider a wide range of revision strategies with 
examinations just a few weeks away. Over the few 
few weeks, students are encouraged to prepare 
a study schedule to plan their revision. They are 
encouraged to choose one topic in each subject to 
start revising.  

Revision can take many forms and students are 
encouraged to use the method that works best for 
them. For some students, revision may consist of re-
reading an English text, completing additional maths 
questions in the chosen topic, creating a glossary 
of key science terms or representing key dates 
in history on a timeline to put on the back of the 
bathroom door.

If students need any assistance in planning their 
revision program, they are encouraged to speak to 
their subject teacher(s) or home group teacher. 

Below are a few commonly used strategies to 
prepare for examinations. 

WORK CONSISTENTLY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

Regularly scheduling some revision throughout the 
semester assists with learning and understanding. 

DRAW UP A STUDY PLAN. 

Most students have a busy schedule with other 
commitments including sport, work, friends and 
family. It can be a useful strategy to plan what 
you aim to study each day leading up to the 
examinations. This is a good strategy to ensure you 
don’t miss anything and don’t get stuck studying for 
subjects at the last minute.

STUDY WITH PURPOSE. 

Think about how you are going to study for each 
subject. Can you study chapter questions? Are 
there any past papers or practice exams? Can you 
develop a study guide?

TEST YOURSELF

Testing yourself and testing others is an effective 
strategy for revising your knowledge in different 
subjects. After you have tested yourself, teach the 
material to someone else. This is a commonly used 
revision strategy which can assist with the recall of 
knowledge. 

PRACTICE EXAMS

Completing practice exams is an effective strategy 
at the VCE level. Completing practice exams can 
build your confidence in how to attempt different 
types of questions, managing your exam time and 
building your content knowledge.

READ YOUR EXAM TIMETABLE.

It is important to know the details of your exam. 
When is it scheduled? How long does it go for? What 
can you bring into the exam room? Students should 
be familiar with the exam rules.

MAINTAIN YOUR ROUTINES. 

The little things like eating well, sleeping well and 
staying positive can help you prepare for your 
examinations. Exercising regularly has been shown 
to assist with your learning and overall wellbeing. 
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