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Those of us who are parents understand the manifold challenges of parenthood; we would 
almost certainly agree that raising a family well is one of life’s greatest achievements, well 
deserving of a gold medal. When I talk with parents about our shared hopes and dreams for their 
children, we obviously discuss learning progress and academic achievement; however, I also feel 
it’s important to discuss my sincere desire that our students will become people of character, 
resilience and substance, displaying the College’s core values of perseverance, integrity and 
humility. These are qualities that will serve them well, long after they’ve left the College. 

Our American cousins talk about the concept of ‘grit’ which is defined variously as courage, 
resolve and strength of character. The famous psychologist, Angela Duckworth, has made grit 
the focus of years of study, and defines it as follows: ‘the ability to persevere in pursuing a future 
goal over a long period of time and not giving up… It is having stamina. It’s sticking with your future, 
day-in, day-out, not just for the week, not just for the month, but for years and working really 
hard to make that future a reality. Grit is living life like it’s a marathon, not a sprint.’.

So how do we help our young people to consistently live their lives with grit? Let’s consider how 
the Bible might inform us in tackling this question, through the following scriptures: 

‘Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing’ James 1:2-4.

‘…but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance’ 
Romans 5:3.

There are numerous other scriptures that ‘talk’ of the challenges of life and how by meeting 
and overcoming them, we become increasingly resilient, developing the strength, in God, to live 
abundant and meaningful lives.  

As a father, I naturally want to protect my children from the trials of life. However, I need to 
carefully discern when to step forward to help and when to remain still, pray and allow my 
child to face challenge. If we overprotect our children we deny them the opportunity to meet 
and overcome the challenges of life, this stunts their growth and is detrimental to their personal 
development. 

Jesus made it clear that we would endure the storms life; he also carefully outlined the 
importance of building strong spiritual foundations. The following verse underlines the importance 
of building our lives according to God’s wisdom and direction in order that we are able to build 
our endurance.   

‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.’ Matthew 
7:24-25. 
I pray that God will grant us the wisdom and strength to safely allow our children to face the 
challenges of life in order that they increasingly grow in their resilience, courage, integrity and 
humility. 

True Grit

Doug Holtam
Principal
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DIARY DATES
Monday 6 - Tuesday 7 
November
Midterm Break- No Classes

Monday 20 November
Early Commencment Starts

Friday 24 November
Report Writing Day- 
No Classes

Tuesday 28 November- 
Wednesday 6 December
Vietnam Trip

Wednesday 29 November
Prep-10 Orientation Day

Thursday 30th November
Whole School Awards 
Assembly

Friday 1st December
Cultural Day
Prayer at the Pole

Wednesday 6th December
Celebration Evening

TERM DATES

Term Four:
Tuesday 10th October –
Thursday 7th December

START DATES 2018

Next year our Preps, Year 7’s and 
Year 12’s will be starting the school 
year on 29th of January. All other 
students will begin the day after on 
Tuesday 30th of January.

The staggered start is to help students 
going into these year levels ease into 
the school year  and community.We 
look forward to the return of all our 
Northside students at the beginning 
of 2018.

PARENT PRAYER GROUP

Tuesdays at 2.45pm, see Office for 
location. If families can’t make it but 
would like prayer, please text Lyn 
Bland on 0488 420 542 or contact the 
Office. All welcome! 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS

All parents are invited to the Awards 
Assembly Thursday 30th November in 
the Middle School Building at 9am.

Attendance at Celebration Evening 
is compulsory. If your family is not 
attending please write to Mr Holtam’s 
Assistant, giving an explanation:  
fmtucker@ncc.vic.edu.au

AALSMEER FLORIST

Aalsmeer Florist has offered to donate 
a floral arrangement to the College 
once a month. It will be in the foyer. 

Next time you’re in reception, take the 
time to stop and admire the beautiful 
arrangements. Aalsmeer has been the 
College florist of choice for many years.

If you need to send flowers why
not visit their website:
www.bundooraflorist.com.au
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INSPiRE MATHS MOMENTUM

Maths Talent Quest 2017: 
11 of our students attended an awards ceremony 
at LaTrobe University on Thursday 19th October to 
celebrate their outstanding achievements in this 
competition this year. They are pictured here with the 
CEO of the Mathematical Association of Victoria.

Three of our projects were also sent to the National level 
of the competition because the quality of their entries 
was so outstanding. Well done, MTQ entrants! 

High Distinction
Prep: “How Much Do We Spend on Food in One Day?” 
by Tomisin, Matthew, Lucas, Noah and Sharika (National 
entry selection)
Year 4: “Can We Use Mathematics to Understand the 
Size of the Solar System?” by Alexander (National entry 
selection)
Year 6: “I Like to Move It, Move It!” by Tim and Sarah
Year 9: “Travelling Around Australia” by Shemara and 
Bisola (National entry selection)

Distinction
Year 5: “Can I Design a Medical Clinic for my Father?” by 
Suhanayan

Credit
Year 1: “Walking Around the School”  by Jack, Valarie and 
Victor
Year 2: “Is There a Relationship Between Age and Height 
in Year 1/2 at NCC?” by William, Zach and Sara
Year 3: “Who is the Fittest?” by Ezra and Aryan
Year 4: “Which Fuel is the Most Economical?” by Hubert

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 2017

39 INSPiRE Maths students entered the AMC this year, 
and of those entries, Northside students received:

Prize (special honour award from the Australian 
Mathematics Trust for being in the top 0.3% of the 
country)- Year 9: Shemara

Best in School Award (Northside’s highest standardised 
score): Ezra (Year 3)

High Distinction
Year 3: Ezra, Aryan
Year 5: Marshel

Distinction
Year 3: Lyvia, Aarya
Year 4: Justin, Agam
Year 5: Sarah H, Madison
Year 6: Kian, Tim Q, Andee, Eli
Year 7: Joshua
Year 9: Kevin, Zhenzhen
Year 10: Abigail

Credit
Year 3: Jabriel
Year 4: Neriya, Alex, Jazlene, Kaeden, Michael
Year 5: Suhanayan, Millie, Sachin, Lachlan, Lily, Cherian
Year 6: Joshua, Anelyse, Stephen
Year 7: Julia
Year 9: Alin
Year 10: Tommy

Amy Horneman
INSPiRE
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PROCEDURES FOR THE BUSHFIRE SEASON

Michael Bond
Deputy Principal

During 2017, the Executive Team at Northside Christian College have reviewed the College’s Bushfire Preparedness 
Policy (Policy No. 18). Bushfire preparedness is not just a concern for schools listed on the Bushfire At−Risk Register. 
Student transport to and from school, participation in offsite activities (including camps, excursions and sporting 
activities) and the risk of localised fire events demonstrate the importance of bushfire preparedness for
all schools.

The College’s Bushfire Preparedness Policy documents procedures designed to ensure that preventative strategies are 
implemented and to ensure that students and staff are prepared to respond in the event of a bushfire. This response 
may include pre-emptive planned closures of the College, evacuation or what to do in the event that evacuation is 
unsafe. The preparation of this plan has been developed in accordance with the Northside ChristianCollege Emergency 
Management and Critical Incident Plan.

We wish to advise that the College may cancel camps or excursions, or may even be required to close the school when 
Emergency Services declare a Code Red (Catastrophic) fire danger day, or when the risk of bush fire is heightened. 
Parents will be advised (by SMS and other means) if the College is to close, or if camps or excursions are to be 
cancelled, with as much forward notice as may be possible.

It is important that all families, particularly those in bush fire prone or high risk areas, have a family fire safety plan. 
The plan should include information about alternative care arrangements for children in the event that the College is 
required to close. Families are encouraged to practise the plan and be familiar with procedures to be followed in the 
case of a bush fire or house fire.

Northside Christian College is not listed on the Department of Education’s Bushfire At-Risk 
Register (BARR).



Life is filled with many seasons and it’s important that we have confidence that God, family and friends are there for 
each season. Each one of them grows us to be more resilient, to understand ourselves and each other more and helps 
us understand our value.

When life is warm and bright we need to celebrate these times with our family and friends, being grateful to God for 
topping us up and enjoying the relaxing and easy moment. It’s a time for new growth and establishment. 

When life’s winter season hits, when things can feel cold and difficult, and when loss may bring change that is hard, this is 
a time when God, family and friends can draw closer to us in order to help us to ride through the storm. They can’t take 
it away but they can provide an umbrella of love and support, and be forecasters and reminders that the sun will shine 
again.

WELFARE

Fiona Dumitrache
Head of Welfare

YEAR 3/4 CAMP

Nothing is static, it’s always changing. There are ends and beginnings. Be encouraged to help 
your young people to manage ALL these seasons. Shutting them away and dealing with 
the challenges FOR them will deny them from growing and learning how to be resilient and 
worthy in all that life throws at us. Be like a dolphin- sometimes leading close by, sometimes 
alongside, and sometimes nudging behind, but always WITH your child or young person. 
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Serene Eng

Students from Years 3 and 4 attended a three-day camp at Mill Valley Ranch in Week Two. For most of the  
Year 3 students, this was their very first camp and they have all returned with wonderful memories. During the camp, 
students had the opportunity to participate in seven activities which were horse riding, 
canoeing, bush tucker, bark hut, rogaining, ropes course and archery. The students learned 
about keeping themselves and others safe, abiding by the rules and most importantly 
having  a great time.



STUDENT SAFETY
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When students arrive at and depart from Northside 
Christian College, the staff are always mindful of their 
safety. Recently, the College has been made aware of 
a number of concerning incidents in our region around 
other local schools. We are not aware of any concerning 
incidents around our College. We wish to remind our 
College community of some strategies to further support 
the safety of our students as they travel to and from 
school. 

We are aware that students travel to school in a variety 
of ways including walking, riding, private vehicle and 
catching public transport. May I encourage families to 
continue discussing with your children the importance 
of safe behaviours when travelling to and from school. 
If students are ever approached by a stranger, they 
should know to walk away and report the situation to an 
adult as soon as is practical.

There are a number of strategies students can adopt to 
stay safe when walking to and from school:

The College maintains strict rules and procedures about 
students leaving the College grounds during the school 
day. These procedures are in place to further ensure the 
safety of all students. 

In light of these local incidents, we urge all children to 
take care when travelling to and from school, and to 
report anything suspicious to their parents, the College 
or the police.

Our most important concern is the safety of all people 
within our College community. It is our collective 
responsibility to contribute to this by following rules and 
instruction, and taking great care at all times. 

Thank you for your ongoing support with this matter. 

Michael Bond
Deputy Principal

• It is generally safer to walk to and from school with an 
adult or with a buddy. 
• Never talk to a stranger. Strangers with bad intentions 
often try to trick young people into helping them. 
Young people walking home should never talk to or 
answer their questions.
• Try and keep a safe distance from strangers. Do not 
let someone get close enough that they could grab or 
touch you.
• If a young person is approached, they are advised to 
run or walk quickly towards an area where they see 
people (a school, a business, a shopping centre.) Never 
walk into an alley or location that further isolates you.
• Families are advised to know their child’s  
walking / riding path to and from school. Determine a 
path together that is safe and most visible, even if it’s a 
slightly longer route home.

• When walking or riding home, students are 
advised to go directly to their destination and 
avoid travelling home via an unfamiliar or 
uncommon route.
• Pay attention to where you are going. Talking or 
texting on your mobile phone can distract you 
from noticing what’s going on around you. When 
walking or riding home, it is important to be aware 
of surroundings - who is behind you and in front of 
you? Are there occupied cars parked along your 
route?
• If someone approaches you or tries to get your 
attention, get away immediately. Cross the street 
or walk the other way.



9

Fiona Dumitrache
Head of Welfare

After a cold and windy start to the trip, students and staff have been blessed with gorgeous weather. 

Students spent Sunday at church and then did a scenic trip around the local coast.

Monday, our Year 9’s joined Wongutha students in class, and learnt how they track, hunt and prepare various foods. 
In English class they shared emotion in their study of The Burnt Stick, a short novel about a little boy from the Stolen 
Generation.

After morning classes students headed to the water and sand for canoeing, swimming, sand bike riding, sand sledding. 
With shyness starting to break down, friendships are being formed. They even saw a seal!

Two Year 9’s started Tuesday by sharing their daily devotions.This was followed by beach soccer, frisbees or a snooze 
(still trying to adjust to the time difference)

Afternoon activities included Home Eco ( with Mrs Fishwick), art, computer work or agriculture and garden development.

Our students are so incredibly blessed to be able to have this cultural experience! Continue to pray for our students 
to have life changing experiences whilst away and to carry these through into adulthood.

YEAR 9 CULTURAL CHALLENGE



YEAR 10 ELEVATE STUDY SESSIONS
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Michael Bond
Deputy Principal

On Friday, 10th November, the Year 10 students at 
Northside Christian College will have the opportunity to 
participate in two Elevate Education seminars facilitated 
at the College. 

Since 2001, Elevate has been transforming the way 
study skills programs are run across Australia. Drawing 
upon over 15 years of research into the habits of the 
country’s top students, Elevate’s high impact seminars 
and workshops help students improve their study 
techniques, increase motivation, build confidence, and 
lift exam performance.

Students will be attending the Study Sensei and Time 
Management seminars. 

The Study Sensei seminar covers:
- Utilising the syllabus or VCE Study Design to frame 
study
- Structuring and reviewing organised notes
- Conceptual learning to develop deep understanding
- Utilising practice exam papers
- Standing out through independent learning

The Time Management seminar covers:
- Developing routines to balance study and lifestyle
- Working smart by completing high value work-    
   Utilising study groups to leverage time
- Techniques for overcoming procrastination

We trust these sessions will further prepare our Year 10 
students for the demands of the Victorian Certificate 
of Education (VCE) and Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning (VCAL). 

Please feel free to contact the College if you have any 
additional questions about this program. 



YEAR 12 FUN DAY
On Wednesday, 25th October, the Year 12 students were fondly farewelled by the Northside Christian College school 
community with a carnival like atmosphere.

The Year 12 Fun Day provided the College Community with a chance to say ‘farewell’ to a remarkable group of 
capable, confident and passionate young men and women on their last day of Year 12 at the College. 

The Year 12 Fun Day commenced with a special breakfast hosted by the Parents and Friends Association with the 
assistance and support of Mrs Lenna Waters. This was a special opportunity for the Year 12 students to commence 
their final day sharing a meal with the teaching staff at the College. 

A special part of the day was a carnival organised by the Year 12 students and Mrs Angela Eynaud, which blessed the 
College Cand provided a wonderful atmosphere of community and celebration. May I thank our Year 12 students for 
their efforts organising this special event for our students. 

The final assembly provided the College Community with a chance to honour each student for their unique contribution 
and to bless them as they prepare to transition into their next exciting chapter of their lives. The Year 12 students were 
presented with gifts from many of the Home Group classes, staff, parents and members of the school community.  
Mr Doug Holtam, College Principal, concluded the assembly with words of encouragement to the graduating class and 
prayed for God’s blessing on them. 

At the conclusion of the assembly, the Prep to Year 12 students and staff at the College formed a guard of honour and 
cheered the Year 12s as they processed from the Middle School building to the bridge.

Our students’ behaviour on their last day was exemplary, and I congratulate them again for this.

We continue to pray for our students as they prepare for exams and a broad range of pathways beyond Year 12, that 
may include tertiary studies, training, travel and employment. Congratulations to the Year 12 students on completing 
your schooling at Northside Christian College. 

1 1
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SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
Dear Parents and Families, 

This is the last newsletter article I will write while our Year 
12 students are still at Northside Christian College. We 
wish to remind our Year 12 students that they will always 
remain a part of our College community. A key value for 
the College during 2017 has been Community. Community 
can be defined as a group of individuals who share a 
“common unity”. Our Year 12 students will soon become 
alumni of Northside Christian College and remain an 
ongoing important part of our College Community. 

As a College Community, we share a set of common 
values, which help define us as a Community. I pray our 
Year 12 students will continue to hold on to these values 
beyond graduation from Northside.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 states: “Three things will last forever— 
faith, hope, and love— and the greatest of these is love.” 
Northside Christian College has adopted the “pebble in a 
pond” analogy with Love, Faith and Hope pulsing from the 
centre into the Northside Christian College community 
which, in turn, reflects God’s Grace and is focused on 
Service to His kingdom; those within community are called 
to embrace the character qualities of Perseverance, 
Integrity and Humility.

YEAR 12 GRADUATION 

Graduation from Secondary School is a time of celebration, 
a time when parents and teachers acknowledge the 
accomplishments of our graduating students and share in 
the joy of their success.  As our Year 12 students’ Secondary 
education comes to an end, we would like to celebrate 
with them at two more special graduation events. The 
College will host a Year 12 Graduation Ceremony and a 
Year 12 Graduation Dinner. 

We would like to invite members of our College 
community to attend the Year 12 Graduation ceremony 
on Monday, 27th November. This year, the Year 12 
students, together with the Northside Christian College 
school community will gather in the church auditorium 
at Encompass Church for a Graduation Ceremony 
commencing at 2:30 p.m. The presentation part of 
proceedings will then take place. 

Please ensure you are on time. We suggest you arrive at 
2:15 p.m. to be seated, as we will start promptly at 2:30 
p.m. 

VCE EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

Unit 3/4 students have all been provided with a printed 
personalised exam timetable. A copy is available online 
at: 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/
timetable.aspx  

The VCAA have provided information about  
Unit 3/4 examinations in the Exam Navigator. 
A copy has been provided for all Unit 3/4 
students. This resource can be found online at:  
h t t p : / / w w w . v c a a . v i c . e d u . a u / D o c u m e n t s /
vcaanavigator_web.pdf 

HOMEWORK CATCH UP DATE FOR YEARS 10 AND 11

Year 10 and 11 students are advised that they must 
be up to date with homework and online lessons by 
Friday, 3rd November. Year 10 and 11 students with 
overdue work will be required at school on Wednesday,  
8th November to complete any incomplete work. 

PREPARATION DAYS

Students currently have a student free day scheduled 
for Monday, 6th November and Tuesday, 7th November 
is a public holiday. Current Year 10 and 11 students who 
are up to date with their assigned homework tasks will 
be provided with an additional day on Wednesday,  
8th November to study for exams and prepare for early 
commencement. 

We trust students will value this time to study and 
prepare for the weeks ahead. 



Year 10 – 11 Examinations 

Year 10 and 11 examinations have been scheduled between the 13th – 17th November 2017. Please find below the 
schedule for the examination week. 

Reminders:
• Students in Years 10 and 11 are not required at the College for those sessions in which they do not have a scheduled 
examination. Students are reminded that they need to sign out at the College Office when they leave the College 
grounds. 
• Private Study for any student remaining on College grounds during the week will be in the Reading Room in the 
Middle School due to VCE External Written Exams. 
• Please ensure that you arrive 10 – 15 minutes early for your examinations. 
• Year 10 and 11 students are reminded that examinations are compulsory and that a medical certificate must be 
provided in the case of absence. 
• Examination results for Years 10 – 11 will be reported on Schoology via the Continuous Online Reporting Program 
(CORP).   

As we rapidly approach the busiest time of the academic school year, we are preparing to provide maximum support 
to all students over the final weeks of formal classes. Our staff are determined to best prepare our students for the 
upcoming exams and other final assessments in their subjects. We continue to pray for God’s blessing on our students 
during this busy time. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at the College.
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Michael Bond
Deputy Principal




