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Principal’s Report
Damian Higgins
Educational environments (and most workplaces for 
that matter) can often lead us into a mindset of trying to 
achieve a particular level in our performance. Although 
having achievement goals are important, we must resist the 
temptation to be constantly within a performance frame 
of mind. As one of our teachers pointed out recently in our 
morning staff prayer and devotion time, there is genuine 
value to be found in the process rather than the end result.
I’m sure everyone reading this can remember their time at 
school. We get given grades, we win races, we receive praise. 
The same is true in the world of work beyond our school 
days. We get performance reviews and get paid more if we 
achieve more. Even things like running a meeting, talking to 
a colleague or student in the corridor or sending an email 
can leave us with a nagging question afterwards… ‘How did 
that go? Was I up to scratch?’ It seems that life in general is a 
performance where we feel as though we are always being 
judged. The truth is, we can find ourselves judging others, too, 
so it’s hard to avoid this performance mentality in all aspects 
of life.
At Northside, we endeavor to find a better way. If you think 
about it, having a performance mentality quite possibly 
ensures that we always play it safe. We will always use the 
tried and tested rules to ensure we don’t fail. However, if we 
are unwilling to try a new and different approach, with the 
risk of failing, we will never grow. It’s in an environment where 
we can feel safe to make mistakes whilst trying to learn and 
better our selves and our community that real success starts 
to happen.
When Jesus asked Peter to step out onto the water, we saw 
someone who was willing to try something that had never 
been done before. Although Peter’s mind got the better 
of him in the end, his willingness to try and fail opened up 
a new world to him. Our College is a place where we are 
constantly striving to create an environment where students 
can not only feel safe, but go much further and thrive in this 
community, with the potential to make an impact far beyond 
the confines of McLeans Road.
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Diary Dates
12-15 June
Yr 10 + Yr 11 Exam Week
Friday 15 June
Casual Clothes Day
Monday 18 June
Report Writing Day - Student Free
Thursday 21 June
P&F Hot Food Day
Wednsday 27 June
Learning Showcase - 3:30-7:00pm
Friday 29 June
Last Day of Term 2
2:30pm Finish
Wednesday 18 July
Term 3 Begins

2018 Term Dates
Term 2: 
Tuesday 17 April- Friday 29 June
Term 3: 
Wednesday 18 July- Friday 21 September
Term 4:
Tuesday 9 October- Tuesday 11 December

Aalsmeer Florist has 
generously offered 

to donate a floral 
arrangement to 
the College once 
a month. It will 
be in the foyer. 

Next time you’re in 
reception, take the 

time to stop and smell 
the roses (or lilies or carnations). Aalsmeer 
has been the College ‘’florist of choice’’ for 
many, many years. If you need to send 
flowers why not visit their website?
www.bundooraflorist.com.au

Snack Shop
On 19 & 20 June, a Snack Shop will be 
opened outside the Home Economics Room. 
This has been organised by 5 Yr 10 students 
as part of their Horizons program. Horizons 
aims to encourage Yr 10 students to answer 
the question, ‘How can I use my voice and 
power to respond to global injustices in an 
ethical and informed way?’ All profit from 
the Snack Shop will go to the Save the 
Children Foundation, which is a non-profit 
organisation that promotes children’s rights, 
provides relief and helps support children in 
developing countries.

Casual Clothes Day
If your child would like to come to school 
in casual clothes on Friday 15 June, they will 
need to bring a gold coin donation. 
All money raised will go towards purchasing 
items for those living in poverty from Tear 
Australia’s ‘The Most Useful Catalogue’. 
Students who choose not to support this 
project with a donation will need to come 
to school in their College uniform. 
This event has been organised by 2 Yr 10 
students for their Horizons Project.

Prayer Changes Everything
Please join us every Thursday for prayer.

Meet at the foyer at 2:15pm. 
ALL WELCOME.

You are welcome to sms  
prayer requests to Jenny on 
0425 769 829.
Look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Parents & Friends
P&F AGM to be held on Thursday 

28 June from 9am.  
Meet in the foyer. 

All welcome.

Aalsmeer Florist

Parliament House Visit

Our local MP, Mr Colin Brooks, invited 
Student Leaders and Mr Higgins to a tour 
of Parliament House on Thursday 7 June.  
This was followed by an opportunity to 
ask questions over afternoon tea in the 
Speaker’s Dining Room.

Premiers Reading 
Challenge
The Premiers Reading Challenge is now well 
underway.
Prep – Year 2 students need to be reading 
a total of 30 books, 15 of those being from 
the booklist provided and 15 own choice 
books. Years  3 – 10 students are required 

to read 15 books with 10 being 
from the booklist. Additional 

information can be found 
on the PRC website at
www.education.vic.gov.
au/prc
Any Secondary students 
wanting to sign up should 

see Mrs Marsh.
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Welfare

At Northside Christian College the Welfare 
team provides a range of support for 
students - from whole school, to sections 
of school, to small groups and individual 
intervention.

We currently have two prep “Space 
Invader to Space Saver” groups that I run 
to help younger students understand how 
important it is to respect people’s personal 
space and how they can help to create 
an environment where everyone feels 
comfortable around them. They learn about 
how to manage their own “space ship” (their 
body) and appropriate times and with 
whom to have arm space, hand space and 
no space. It’s been very exciting to see their 
growth in understanding.

Jared is running two social skills groups with 
Years 4-6, where young men are learning 
about respectful play and relationships, and 
how to be confident and assertive. They 
share real life scenarios, playground issues 
are discussed and strategies provided to 
help all feel safe and comfortable.

Resiliency Days continue to be a highlight 
for each year level in the Middle School. 
Year 9s just had their annual day, learning 
the importance of “now”, and gaining 
understanding into being proud of and 
true to self. The activities facilitated 
trust, understanding of each other and 
relationship building within their class group, 
while also being lots of fun!

Our Secondary students have just 
completed education sessions on 
cybersafety and pornography, which 
highlighted God’s design in relationships. 
Students learned how to get the best 
foundation in life, and were offered keys to 
living a life free of porn, while knowing how 
to combat porn if/when confronted by it. 

Fiona Dumitrache

Parents were also given the opportunity 
to attend a session that helped them to 
better understand just how pervasive 
the porn industry is. Parents were armed 
with strategies, including educating self, to 
combat the alarming impact porn is having 
on our society. Marc, the session’s presenter, 
explained the concepts of parenting 
choices: to “cocoon, defer, pre-arm”. While 
all three are important at different times, to 
cocoon while being ignorant is dangerous. 

Every Tuesday during homeroom time 
Senior students are provided with 
education on healthy relationships, healthy 
lifestyle, self-care, safety and more. The 
aim is to empower them to be able to 
make helpful and healthy decisions for 
themselves, at one of the most stressful 
times during their adolescence.

Central to all the planning and 
programs is your child and 

helping to equip them further 
for life.

One comment from a parent who attended 
the session was, ‘Thank you for giving us such 
a valuable opportunity to understand this 
better and for sharing how we can start 
to have conversations with our children in 
order to protect them.’.
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Amy Horneman

NEW IN 2018: COMPUTATIONAL 
AND ALGORITHMIC THINKING 
2018 sees the first time that students 
from Northside have been involved in 
competitions involving computational 
and algorithmic thinking. According to 
recent research (Barr & Stephenson 2011), 
teaching computational thinking in schools 
is essential, as it fosters the development of:

new problem-solving strategies and 
to test new solutions in both the virtual 
and real world. Computing has made 
possible profound leaps of innovation 
and imagination as it facilitates our efforts 
to solve pressing problems (for example, 
the prevention or cure of diseases, 
the elimination of world hunger), and 
expands our understanding of ourselves 
as biological systems and our relationship 
to the world around us. These advances, 
in turn, drive the need for educated 
individuals who can bring the power of 
computing-supported problem solving 
to an increasingly expanded field of 
endeavors (p 111). 

At Northside, we have the 
mission of providing ‘rich 

opportunities for learning and 
living, preparing responsible 
young people for a life that 

serves others and honours God’, 
and part of this preparation 

involves keeping up with 
technological innovation, 

research and skill development 
so that our young people 

can contribute to the world 
in significant and productive 

ways for God’s glory and for the 
benefit of others.

Mrs Serene Eng has worked with INSPiRE 
Maths students from Year 3-10 on 
skills and understandings involved in 
computational and algorithmic thinking 
through participation and preparation 
in two competitions this year: the CAT 
(Computational and Algorithmic Thinking) 
and Bebras. The students should be very 
proud of their efforts in these competitions, 
achieving the following results:

BEBRAS: 
Participation: Zach N, Aryan M, Zhenzhen Z, 
Dimi K
Merit: William F, Eli W, Joshua C-H, Andee T, 
Stephen W, Daniel R
Credit: Lyvia S, Aarya S
Distinction: Shemara K

CAT: 
Participation: Zoe D, Amelia R, Zhenzhen Z
Credit: Maitri A, Daniel R
Distinction: Shemara K

We look forward to the development of 
CAT skills moving forward and look forward 
to the results of these competitions in 2019.

INSPiRE NEWS

Yr 3/4 Kinglake Excursion
Esa Harri

Year 3/4 went to Kinglake National Park on Wednesday 
30 May and we had so much fun! As we got off the bus, 
we all looked up and saw the trees so tall they looked like 
they touched the sky. Each student had short questions 
to answer in their booklet about the National Park and a 
scavenger hunt list to fill out during the long and exciting 
bush walks. They were all troopers and walked the 
whole way! We saw old trees that had recovered and 
grown back from the forest fire that overtook the forest 
in 2009, and we also saw so much of God’s beautiful 
creation in the fresh, peaceful, bird-chirping nature.
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Senior School Report
Michael Bond

We have almost finished Term 2. It has been 
a very busy 11 week term, with students 
participating in a wide range of learning 
activities during this time. Some highlights 
include the Parent-Student-Teacher 
Interview Evenings, the Whole School 
Athletics Carnival, the Tertiary Information 
Session and the Year 10 Horizons Program.  

Over the next few weeks, students will be 
continuing with formal classes and, in many 
cases, commencing Semester 2 work. 

I encourage students to maintain their focus 
and concentration during this time in order 
to finish the Semester well. A wide range of 
exams and practice exams are scheduled 
during Week 9. Semester 2 studies begin on 
Tuesday 19 June. Students will be expected 
to complete homework as normal and are 
encouraged to start preparing for Term 3 
studies

YEAR 10 AND 11 MIDYEAR EXAMINATIONS
Midyear examinations have been 
scheduled this week between 12 - 15 
June. A copy of the Year 10 & 11 Midyear 
Examination Timetable has been 
distributed to students. Copies have also 
been emailed via the Senior School Weekly 
Parent Email. If students and families have 
not received a copy, please email Ms Laura 
Bovey in the VCE Administration Office at  
lbovey@ncc.vic.edu.au. 

GAT 
The GAT is an essential part of the VCE 
assessment procedure. All students 
enrolled in one or more VCE or scored VCE 
VET Unit 3 & 4 sequence must sit the GAT. 
Although GAT results do not count directly 
towards a student’s VCE results, they play 
an important role in checking that school-
based and external assessments have been 
accurately assessed, and in calculating 
Derived Examination Scores. 
No Yr 11 or Yr 12 VCE classes will be 
scheduled at Northside on Wednesday 13 
June because the GAT is a 3 hour test

SEMESTER 2 TIMETABLE
Please note that Semester 2 classes will 
commence on Tuesday 19 June for Unit 2 & 4 
classes. A SAC Calendar for Units 2 & 4 will 
be published shortly.

SENIOR SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING
Northisde Christian College warmly invites 
families and students from Years 9, 10 & 11 
to attend the Senior School Information 
Evening on Thursday 19 July at 6:30pm in 
Room 315 of the Senior School. The transition 
from Middle School to Senior School is a 
significant step in the educational journey 
of our students. The purpose of the evening 
is to provide information regarding the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and 
Year 10 studies in 2018. The Senior School 
Information Evening provides a chance to 
discuss the VCE, subject options, career 
pathways and more. Subject Selection 
forms will be provided at this event for 
current Year 9 – 11 students. 
Your attendance at this evening is greatly 
appreciated. 
Please contact the VCE Administration 
Office for more information.

The music recitals are fast approaching 
and our students are preparing well.  
We encourage all parents and guests who 
wish to attend to order tickets from the 
school office as soon as possible and also to 
make sure you have returned permission 
forms. Limited tickets will be available at 
the door. We look forward to showcasing 
the wonderful individual performers at 
these upcoming events.

Monday 18 June, 2018 @ 7pm:
Mini Recital 1 - Piano, Voice & Strings
Tuesday 19 June, 2018 @ 7pm:
Mini Recital 2 - Drums, Guitar & Wind 
Instruments
Both events will be held a the Encompass 
Multi Purpose Room at Encompass Church 
31-61 McLeans Road, Bundoora.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

Mini Music Recitals

I wish to thank our students, 
staff and parents for their 
support; it is only through 

working in partnership together 
that we can achieve as much 

as we do for our students each 
term.
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On Monday 21 May, our Year 7 & 8 students 
traveled to Camp Howqua, just out of 
Mansfield, for a 3-day adventure. 
Our Year 8s were a little wiser, knowing 
what to expect and taking their leadership 
role in their stride, while our Year 7s were 
a little hesitant, not quite sure about what 
lay ahead. It was so encouraging to see all 
of our students stand by each other and 
support and encourage one another while 
pursuing individual challenges. 

Year 7 & 8 Camp
Jo Westland

The camp staff refer to the activities as 
‘challenges of choice’ because they gently 
encouraged our students to push past 
their comfort zones in trying activities they 
hadn’t before, such as the high ropes, flying 
fox, survivor course, horse riding, waterslide 
and archery. 
As someone who is not comfortable with 
heights, my heart was in my mouth as our 
students bravely conquered their fears and 
were so amazing on these challenges. 

Our evenings were a time of getting to know 
one another. Mrs Metcalfe called a session 
of bush dancing and students brought along 
board and cards games to play while sitting 
near the fireplace. 
A very big thank you to Mr Waters, Mrs 
Dumitrache, Mrs Metcalfe and Ms Eichwald, 
who gave up their warm beds at home and 
gained little sleep to ensure that this was 
another successful Year 7/8 Camp. 

Capital Building Improvements
Facilities play a role in the delivery of 
learning experiences. Inspiring learning 
spaces, multi-purpose communal areas, 
arts and sporting facilities need to be 
created, maintained and improved. The 
following improvements are just a few 
examples of what philanthropic support 
from the community has helped to achieve 
for Northside Christian College:
- New Primary Playground  
- Basketball and Netball Courts
- Soccer Pitch
- Water Tanks
- Middle School Improvements

We seek to engage with alumni, current 
families, friends and corporate donors who 
wish to help us implement our Capital 
Projects Plan. If you are considering a tax 
deductible gift to Northside Christian 
College’s building program before 30 June, 
please contact the Accounts Office.

Tax Deductible Donations

All voluntary school buildings donations are 
tax deductible.

Thank you

Northside Christian College acknowledges, 
with appreciation, the tremendous support 
of parents and friends, alumni and staff.  
These individuals, through their collective 
philanthropy, support the vitality of school 
life at Northside through their commitment 
and generosity to the College.

We thank all those whose gifts enable 
Northside to provide a well-rounded 
education to our children .
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How To Use The College Diary Effectively
Organisational Tool
The diary is also a useful tool to document 
revision strategies. In many subject 
areas there will be upcoming tests and 
examinations. Students may plan to re-read 
aspects of a textbook or review certain 
types of revision questions or problems. The 
student diary is an ideal place to document 
a revision plan, and provides opportunity to 
experience a sense of accomplishment as 
tasks are ticked off the revision schedule.
Reminders and Checklists 
A wide range of tasks can be documented 
in the school diary. Examples include 
reminders to bring sport uniform for Physical 
Education lessons, dates for assigned tests 
or examinations, upcoming excursions or 
school events and much more. Sometimes 
it helps to document different events in 
different colours, (e.g.) PE lessons in red, test 
dates in green, due assignments in black. 

In 2018, Northside re-introduced 
the College diary after receiving 
valuable feedback from students and 
parents. The diary is an important 
organisational tool for students in both 
Primary and Secondary. It should be 
used to document homework, revision, 
reminders and important dates.

Students are encouraged to check their 
diary regularly, to take time to plan for 
the week ahead, prepare and update 
their ‘to do’ lists, keep track of what they 
have completed and what needs to be 
rescheduled and look ahead so they can 
use their time wisely.

Michael Bond

Musical News
Rehearsals for the 2018 Northside Musical 
are now underway!

There will be three performances: 
Friday 31 August (7pm) and 
Saturday 1 September (2pm and 7pm). 
Pop these dates in your diary now.

WE NEED YOU!
For the Musical to proceed, we need the 
help of our College parents & friends. 
In the coming weeks, we will be asking for an 
array of willing people to help with props, 
sets, costumes and more ... 
If you would like to know more, please 
contact Angela Eynaud or Patrick Devine.

Managing Assigned Homework
Students are encouraged to document 
their homework regularly for each subject 
area – this way, they are not relying on their 
memory alone. If students bring their diaries 
to each class, they will have opportunity 
to record their homework as it is assigned. 
Each night, completed tasks can be ticked 
off and incomplete tasks reassigned to 
another day.



P: 03 9467 2499
31 McLeans Rd, Bundoora 3083, VIC, Australia

www.ncc.vic.edu.au


