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Principal’s Report
Damian Higgins
Welcome back everyone. As Semester 2 gets underway, 
we can look forward to the weather getting warmer and 
the daylight lasting longer. With the cold snap we have 
been experiencing in Melbourne, it’s often tempting to 
long for the spring and summer, which is still a month or 
two away. However, it’s important to make the most of 
every day we are given and not wish our time away. 
During my three years as Principal of a school in a small 
and remote coastal town in Queensland, my family and 
I all became very aware of this. We knew that the pace 
of life was slower in Queensland, but the remoteness of 
the coastal town of Agnes Water amplified this even 
more. We, as a family, were forced to spend much of our 
time enjoying nature, spending quality time together 
and being still before God. On our return to Melbourne 
three years later, we realised that this was going to be 
much harder to do in a busy city. However, no matter 
where we are in the world and the conditions of life 
that we find ourselves in, we must not forget the words 
of Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God”. Finding 
those moments to slow down, pray, wait on God, spend 
time with our loved ones and just appreciate the gift of 
life that we have been given is an important discipline. It 
is often elusive and difficult to do. One simple thing that I 
find effective is to switch off technology. TV, music, radio, 
smartphones and social media all fill our minds and our 
time. These media are not bad in themselves but can 
deprive us of this valuable “Be still” time. As I drive to 
Northside every morning, I am tempted to switch the 
radio on and listen to what’s going on in the world, but I 
am often surprised by the feeling of wellbeing I get when 
I simply sit in silence as I drive. Jesus’ parables speak of 
God searching for us like a lost sheep or a missing coin 
or a prodigal son. If we stop to listen and be still, we may 
just notice as God comes near to us.
Grace and Peace
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Diary Dates
Wednesday 25th July
2019 Yr 7 Information Evening
Friday 27th July
Seussical Day!
Tuesday 7th August
Yr 8 Resiliency Day
Wednesday 8th August
Yr 11 + 12 PSTI
Monday 13th-Friday 17th August
Science Week
Monday 20th August
Write a Book in a Day
Wednesday 22nd-Friday 24th August
Book Fair
Friday 24th August
Book Week Dress Up Day
Wednesday 29th August
Amazing Fathers’ Day Evening
Friday 31st August
Seussical Jr Musical
Saturday 1st September
Seussical Jr Musical
Tuesday 18th September
WA CAPS Visit

Aalsmeer Florist has 
generously offered 

to donate a floral 
a r r a n g e m e n t 
to the College 
once a month. 
It will be in the 
foyer. Next 

time you’re in 
reception, take the 

time to stop and 
smell the roses (or lilies or carnations). 
Aalsmeer has been the College “florist of 
choice’’ for many, many years. If you need 
to send flowers why not visit their website?
www.bundooraflorist.com.au

Prayer Changes Everything
Please join us every Thursday for prayer.
Meet in the foyer at 2:15pm. 
ALL WELCOME.
You are welcome to sms  
prayer requests to Jenny Masino on 0425 
769 829.
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Aalsmeer Florist

Premiers Reading Challenge
The Premiers Reading Challenge finishes 
on Friday 24th August!.
Prep – Year 2 students need to 
have read a total of 30 books, 15 
of those being from the booklist 
provided and 15 own choice 
books. Years  3 – 10 students are 
required to have read 15 books 
with 10 being from the booklist. 
Additional information can be 
found on the PRC website at
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc.

2018 Term Dates
Term 3: 
Wednesday 18th July- Friday 21st 
September
Term 4:
Tuesday 9th October- Tuesday 11th 
December

Philippians 2:3

Don’t do anything only to get 
ahead.

Don’t do it because you are 
proud.

Instead, be humble.
Value others more than 

yourselves.

We are pleased to announce 
a new destination for our 2019 
Missions Trip! 
In 2019, Mrs Lenna Waters will 
be taking a team of Year 10 - 
12 students to the Philippines, 
where a range of amazing 
opportunities have opened up 
with existing Samaritan’s Purse 
projects (including shoe box 
distributions). We are excited 
about what God is offering us 
through this program and the 
very hands-on nature of the 
trip itinerary. 

AMAZING
FATHER'S DAY 

EVENING 

NCC 

Family team Amazing Race 

Wednesday 29th August 2018 

$10 adult --- $5 student 

$25 for team of 4 or more 

The Amazing Father’s Day Race! 

4.30-5.30pm

The Amazing Father’s Day Dinner! 

5.30-6.30pm

Guest speaker from  

Craft activity for students

The Amazing Father’s Day Speaker! 

6.30-8.30pm

Pizza Dinner 
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Chappy Chat
Jared Stocks

Our Passion for God
and His passionate pursuit of us.
Passion is a strong and barely controllable 
emotion, a state or outburst of strong 
emotion, intense eros love, or an intense 
desire or enthusiasm for something.
Many people have a passion for something, 
whether that be football, music, the ones 
they love, books, study, art, food, and/or 
church related activities such as worship, 
prayer or evangelism. 
Whatever you are passionate about, it’s 
important to enjoy these things, without 
neglecting to prioritise your relationship 
with God. 
At an AFL game, the crowd screams with 
jubilation after every goal, cheering on their 
team as they (hopefully) win the game, but 
how much more should we be passionate 
about God and let our passion for God 
shine through us? Being passionate about 
the footy is great but I would suggest that, 

if your passion for the game is greater than 
your passion for the things of God, maybe 
it’s time to give God more of your affection 
and attention. 
But why? The answer is found in another 
question. “What about His passion for us?”
Exodus 34:14 says: ”Do not worship any other 
god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is 
a jealous God.”
Deuteronomy 4:24 says, “For the Lord your 
God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”
He is so passionate about us that He wants 
our full attention. He wants to be the centre 
of all that we think, say and do. If you still 
don’t understand fully His passion for you, 
Psalm 139:17-18 says, “Every single moment 
you are thinking of me! How precious and 
wonderful to consider that you cherish me 
constantly in your every thought! Oh God, 
Your desires toward me are more than 
the grains of sand on every shore. When I 
awake each morning, You’re still with me.” 
(The Passion Translation).
He loves us, is passionate about us and 

wants us all to Himself; the God of all 
creation who made us in His very image 
wants and desires strongly a relationship 
with us. Our response should be one of 
passion. He pursues us and we must pursue 
Him. There is a great song around at the 
moment called “Reckless Love”, by Corey 
Asbury. I’ll leave you with these lyrics to 
ponder.

“Oh, the overwhelming, never-
ending, reckless love of God
Oh, it chases me down, fights 

‘til I’m found, leaves the ninety-
nine

I couldn’t earn it, and I don’t 
deserve it, still, You give 

Yourself away
Oh, the overwhelming, never-
ending, reckless love of God.”

The cast and crew have been busy rehearsing 
and preparing sets and props for the upcoming 
performances.
There will be three performances: 
Friday 31st August (7pm) and 
Saturday 1st September (2pm and 7pm). 
Write these dates in your diary now!

WHOLE SCHOOL SEUSSICAL DAY!
Friday 27th July
If your child would like to come to school in casual clothes to celebrate 
Seussical Day on Friday 27th July, they will need to bring a gold coin donation.
There will also be sweet treats for sale: Cupcakes for $2, Cookies for $1 and a 
drink for $2.
Primary parents are asked to send their gold coin and any additional money in 
separate envelopes to avoid confusion on the day.
All money raised will go towards purchasing set items for the Musical.
Students who do not bring a gold coin will need to be in full and correct uniform.

Musical News



Term 3, Issue 1

5

August 20th – 24th is Book Week, and 
Friday 24th August is our Dress Up Day.  
All students and staff are invited to dress up as a book character 

and bring a copy of the book with them on the day.
When choosing a costume, please be sensitive 

to the ethos of the College and choose  
a character that reflects this attitude.
If you are having trouble deciding on a costume, 
pop into the Library and Mrs Marsh can help 
you. Costumes don’t have to be elaborate – this 
is a fun day.

Students not in costume MUST wear school uniform.
A parade of costumes will be held during Assembly in the 

Middle School Building. Parents are most welcome to join us.

BOOK WEEK 2018
Theme: ‘Find Your Treasure’

Amy Horneman
Some individuals in our school community 
have been busily preparing for and 
participating in some exciting events and 
opportunities recently, and we would like 
to acknowledge their achievements:

Shemara (Year 10) - Monash Scholars 
Program
“Being part of the Monash Scholars program 
is an incredible experience. I have the 
opportunity to explore various career 
pathways, associate with like-minded 
people and broaden my horizons in a 
university with a world class reputation 
for being a centre of innovative thinking, 
research and learning. I’m very excited to 
be a part of this program!” 
Congratulations, Shemara, on being 
selected for the Monash Scholars Program 
in 2019!

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Zoe (Year 9) - Legacy Junior Public Speaking 
Award
In mid July, Zoe participated in the 
Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award, 
which “is aimed at enhancing the oral 
communication and public speaking skills 
of secondary students aged 12 to 14 years, 
and helps young people appreciate the 
ideals of Legacy – voluntary service, caring, 
mateship and remembrance”. Zoe spoke 
passionately about the value of women 
knowing basic self defence moves in an 
effort to bolster safety and confidence, and 
to resist social stereotypes of women in our 
modern society. Congratulations, Zoe, on 
being selected to progress through to the 
next round of the competition, which will 
be held in Melbourne at a later date.

Gabrielle (Year 11) - VCAA Plain English 
Speaking Award
Gabrielle entered the VCAA Plain English 
Speaking Award for the first time this year 
and impressed the adjudicators with her 
authenticity and her refreshing personal 
style of presentation. “I decided to do a 
speech for the Plain English Speaking Award 
to help me grow in the skills required in 
public speaking. I had a lot of fun as I no 
longer had the restraints of a classroom 
to pick a topic and so got to speak about 
something I am passionate about: pot plants 
and books. I hope to do it again next year for 
a chance at winning; however, it was never 
about winning. I’m just happy I succeeded 
in getting up in front of a bunch of scary 
people and speaking – a skill I’m sure I will 
use many times in the future for school and 
later.” Well done, Gabrielle, on representing 
yourself and the school so well.

INSPiRE News



Term 3, Issue 1

6

Michael Bond
Welcome back! It is lovely to see everyone 
around the College once again. For most of 
our students, we have now reached the half 
way mark for the school year. The change of 
semester brings a new timetable for Year 
10 students, with a number of students from 
across the Senior School also launching 
into new subjects. Meanwhile, our Year 12 
students have just over a term remaining 
before they complete their studies. We 
pray for a productive and successful 
semester of learning for all of our students. 
Senior School Information Evening
It was a pleasure to meet with students 
and families at the recent Senior School 
Information Evening. We appreciated the 
opportunity to share more about the Senior 
School program at the College. 
A number of handouts were provided 
at the evening, including the 2019 VCE 
Student Policy Handbook, 2019 Subject 
Selection Handbook and Subject Selection 
Forms. Students are reminded that subject 
selection forms are due back at the VCE 
Administration Office by Friday 27th July 
2018.

The purpose of the Subject Selection 
Handbook is to provide a resource for 
students and families to assist them with 
the selection of subjects for Years 11 and 
12 and, likewise, to assist Year 10 students 
and families with subject selection around 
acceleration into the VCE. Students are 
encouraged to choose subjects with a 
clear understanding of the requirements 
for potential future study and work. It is 
advisable that students select subjects that 
suit their interests, develop their talents and 
skills, build on their strengths and enable 
them to pursue their goals and aspirations. 

The VCE Student Policy Handbook is 
a source of helpful advice. providing 
College policies related to the VCE. These 
policies outline the requirements to which 
students must adhere in order for the VCE 
to be awarded. Further clarification and 
explanation is available on the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA) website or by appointment with 
the Head of Secondary School. 

Whilst every effort will be made to 
accommodate individual student 
preferences, no guarantee is made that 
all subject selections will have a formal 
class at Northside Christian College. Some 
students may be required to choose 
alternative subjects or complete studies 
through another provider such as the 
Distance Education Centre Victoria (DECV). 
Changes may also occur to subject offerings 
due to patterns of student preferences or 
availability of teaching staff.
I am happy to meet with students and 
families to further discuss the subject 
selection process. Please let me know if you 
have any questions.
VTAC Year 11 and 12 Guide: Researching 
courses and applying
The 2018 VTAC Year 11 and 12 Guide 
helps students research tertiary courses 
and leads Year 12 students through 
the application process. Copies of this 
document were distributed at the Senior 
School Information Evening. This document 
is also available online at: http://www.vtac.
edu.au/publications/
VTAC Year 10 Guide: Choosing senior school 
studies for the right reason
The 2018 VTAC Year 10 Guide provides 
information and activities to help Year 
10 students identify their strengths and 

interests, research tertiary education and 
choose their senior school studies. Copies 
of this document were distributed at the 
Senior School Information Evening. This 
document is also available online at: http://
www.vtac.edu.au/publications/
Year 10 VET Tasters during June, July and 
August
The VETiS (Vocational Education Training 
in Schools) can be an exciting pathway of 
education for students to pursue for one of 
their courses during Year 11 and 12. We have 
invited the Year 10 students to attend up to 
a maximum of three Taster Days at the local 
VET venues during July and August. Taster 
Days give the students an experience of 
the course and help with decision-making 
for VCE subject selection. Please see Mrs 
Waters for additional information.
SAC Calendar
A new SAC calendar for Units 2 and 4 has 
been published this week. Please contact 
Ms Laura Bovey in the VCE Administration 
Office on lbovey@ncc.vic.edu.au if you 
would like to receive a copy or if you have 
any questions. 
Opportunities and Pathways Newsletter
The Senior School Opportunities and 
Pathways newsletter provides information 
on a range of topics including:
- VCE Winter School Programs
- Career Planning
- University Open Days
- VET
- Apprenticeships
- Competitions and Scholarships 
A copy of the Opportunities and Pathways 
newsletter is available on the College 
website at: 
http://ncc.vic.edu.au/pdf/O&P-July-2018.
pdf 
The Bible reminds us, ‘I can do everything by 
the power of Christ.  He gives me strength.’ 
Philippians 4:13. I wish to encourage our 
students to try their best this semester and 
to lean on God for strength during this busy 
term ahead. 

Senior School Report
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Primary News
YEAR 1/2 MELBOURNE ZOO EXCURSION

YEARS 2-4 HOOP TIME
Years 1/2 - Thursday 25th June

Years 3/4 - Monday 25th June 2018

On Thursday 21st June, the 
Year 1/2 students went on an 
excursion to the Melbourne 
Zoo. They had a fantastic day 
of fun together and saw lots 
of different animals, including 
giraffes, tigers, orangutans and 
elephants. It may have been 
cold, but there were plenty of 
smiles and sunshine! 



Term 3, Issue 1

8

Student Safety
Travelling To and From School

Michael Bond
When students arrive at and depart from 
Northside Christian College, the staff are 
always mindful of their safety. Recently, the 
College has been made aware of a number 
of concerning incidents in our region around 
other local schools. We are not aware of 
any incidents around our College; however, 
we wish to remind our College community 
of some strategies to further support the 
safety of our students as they travel to and 
from school. 
We are aware that students travel to 
school in a variety of ways including 
walking, riding, private vehicle and catching 
public transport. I encourage families to 
continue discussing with your children 
the importance of safe behaviours when 
travelling to and from school. If students are 
ever approached by a stranger, they should 
know to walk away and report the situation 
to an adult as soon as practical.
The College maintains strict rules and 
procedures about students leaving the 
College grounds during the school day. 
These procedures are in place to further 
ensure the safety of all students. 
In light of these local incidents, we urge all 
children to take care when travelling to 
and from school, and to report anything 
suspicious to their parents, the College or 
the police.
Our most important concern is the safety of 
all people within our College community. It 
is our collective responsibility to contribute 
to this by following rules and instructions, 
and taking great care at all times.

There are a number of strategies students 
can adopt to stay safe when walking to and 
from school:

 ~ It is generally safer to walk to and from 
school with an adult or with a buddy. 

 ~ Never talk to a stranger. Strangers with 
bad intentions often try to trick young 
people into helping them. Young people 
walking home should never talk to or 
answer their questions.

 ~ Try and keep a safe distance from 
strangers. Do not let someone get close 
enough that they could grab or touch you.

 ~ If a young person is approached, they 
are advised to run or walk quickly towards 
an area where they see people (a school, 
a business, a shopping centre.) Never walk 
into an alley or location that further isolates 
you.

 ~ Families are advised to know their child’s 
walking / riding path to and from school. 
Determine a path together that is safe and 
most visible, even if it’s a slightly longer 
route home.

 ~ When walking or riding home, students 
are advised to go directly to their 
destination and avoid travelling home via 
an unfamiliar or uncommon route.

 ~ Pay attention to where you are going. 
Talking or texting on your mobile phone can 
distract you from noticing what’s going on 
around you. When walking or riding home, 
it is important to be aware of surroundings.

 ~ Who is behind you and in front of you? 
Are there occupied cars parked along your 
route?

 ~ If someone approaches you or tries to 
get your attention, get away immediately. 
Cross the street or walk the other way.

Lenna Waters
Help us reach the 200 box target by the 
end of September!
It is that time of year again!  Primaries are 
collecting items in house competitions, and 
creating hygiene packs during Term 3.
Please consider packing your own 
shoeboxes during the month of August or 
September and bring these to school as 
soon as they are ready.  Pre-printed shoe 
boxes and brochures with instructions for 
packing are now available at Reception.

Christmas in September

Pre-packed shoeboxes will be collected up 
to Monday 1st October. Drop off all boxes 
either at Reception or the Home Eco Room.  
Don’t forget to include $10/box for shipment 
if you choose to pack at home.
Deliver all packed shoeboxes to the Home 
Economics Room and  BE SURE TO DESIGNATE 
WHICH HOUSE YOU ARE PACKING FOR!!!

Which House will win the Competition for 
the Most Shoeboxes Packed in 2018? 



P: 03 9467 2499
31 McLeans Rd, Bundoora 3083, VIC, Australia

www.ncc.vic.edu.au


