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At the time of writing, Victoria is battling a new COVID-19 
outbreak and only our Year 11 and 12 students, along with 
a small number of children of essential workers, are 
onsite here at the College. It has been said that we have 
been through this before, but that doesn’t necessarily 
mean that it is any easier. 
Through this difficult time, I am reminded to look to Jesus 
to strengthen us. In the Gospel of John, Jesus appears 
to his disciples shortly after his resurrection while they 
are hiding behind locked doors in fear of the authorities. 
Jesus’ first words to them were, “Peace be with you”. He 
said this three times in this passage (John20: 19-29). This 
must have given those disciples a huge lift. Not only 
seeing their risen saviour in person, but for him to bring 
His Peace. Interestingly, this is the first recorded occasion 
that he used this greeting of “Peace be with you”. I think 
that this indicates that, by His death and resurrection, 
Jesus has defeated Satan and the power of sin. When 
we choose to walk by faith with Jesus Christ, Satan 
no longer has to have control over our emotions and 
thoughts. 

As we look again at our theme for 2021 – STAND, we 
see that the third element of the armour of God is for 
our feet. Shoes. “…..and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.” (Eph 
6:15). There is that word “Peace” again. When we look 
back at the Risen Jesus’ conversation with the fearful 
disciples again, we see that Jesus’ next statement is, “……
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you”. Jesus is 
clearly telling his disciples that they are about to go on a 
journey. This journey is to take the Good News (Gospel) 
of Peace into all the world. 
Jesus calls each and every one of us to do the same. We 
not only receive His peace, but take it beyond ourselves 
to others. Of course, this journey is not easy and there 
is no way that we would set off on such a mission in 
bare feet. I pray that Christ will be our hands and feet 
and provide the “shoes” we need as we continue in our 
mission to share His Gospel of Peace.

Grace & Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal
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Diary Dates
Monday 14th June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 15th June
Curriculum Day - Student Free 
Day

Wednesday 16th June
Year 9 Resiliency Day
Year 10 Resiliency Day
Academic Scholarship Exams

Thursday 17th June
2022 Year 10 Q&A Session

Friday 18th June
Year 7 Resiliency Day

Monday 21st June
Online Whole School Assembly

Monday 21st - Friday 25th June
Year 9 Virtual City Challenge

Tuesday 22nd June
2022 Year 11 & 12 Q&A Session

Friday 25th June
Last Day of Term 2 - standard 
finishing time

Term 3

Wednesday 14th July
All students return for Term 3

Monday 19th July
Online Whole School Assembly

Thursday 22nd July
Year 10-12 Parent Student Teacher 
Interviews

2021 Term Dates
Term 2
Monday 19th April - 
Friday 25th June

Term 3
Wednesday 14th July -  
Thursday 16th September

Term 4
Monday 4th October - 
Tuesday 7th December

Parents & Friends Prayer
If anyone would like to be involved 
in prayer for the College or has  
any prayer requests, please contact  
Jenny Masino on 0425 769 829.

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

COVID Safety Reminders
We advise the College community to continue monitoring the public 
exposure sites in Victoria, which are published online at: 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites.
Key behaviours required for reducing COVID-19 transmission risk 
at Northside Christian College include staying home when unwell, 
performing regular hand hygiene and, where possible, supporting 
physical distancing. The most important action our community can take 
to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19, is to ensure that any 
unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the 
mildest of symptoms.
We will continue to implement a range of COVID safe strategies including 
QR code check-ins for visitors, cleaning of high touch areas, promoting 
good hand hygiene practices, opening windows and doors for more 
ventilation, limiting food handling and sharing of food in the workplace, 
promoting physical distancing, and encouraging non-contact greetings. 
Staff, visitors, and Secondary School students aged 12 years and over 
are required to wear a face mask while inside College buildings. Some 
students and staff are exempt from these requirements. The same 
exemptions to the wearing of face masks apply in schools as when 
people are out in the community.
The College maintains a webpage with up to date information about 
the College’s response to the Coronavirus. This resource is available at: 
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/college-response-to-the-coronavirus

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/college-response-to-the-coronavirus
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2021 YEAR 3-12 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal
We give thanks to God for a great day of competition 
and the opportunity to gather together as a College 
community for the 2021 Year 3-12 Athletics Carnival. 
We were blessed with a beautiful day, which provided 
ideal conditions for some outstanding performances 
on the track and in the field. Congratulations to the 
Worthy Warriors on winning this House competition. 
We also extend a big thank you to Mrs Anna Venegas 
for overseeing this event for our College community. 
Thank you also to the staff and volunteers who assisted 
throughout the day. 

Shania (Year 12), Noble Knights House Captain
The Athletics Carnival is always so much fun. I am really 
grateful that we had such good weather this year. It 
was amazing seeing so many people participate and 
try different events even if they weren’t necessarily 
confident. Well done to all the House teams, they each 
tried their hardest! 
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INSPiRE ~ Young Engineers Lego Club
Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent 
Development) Coordinator
It has been joyful to welcome North 
East Young Engineers back to our 
College to run the ever-popular after 
school motorised Lego program. 
There was an overwhelming 
response to the invitation at the 
start of the school year for Primary 
School students to participate in 
the Monday afternoon club, with the 
class at full capacity. Our students 
spent the first 6 weeks of the year 
thoroughly enjoying the engaging, 
hands-on engineering activities. 
Unfortunately, our latest lockdown 

has once again interrupted the 
momentum of this group; however, 
we look forward with great 
anticipation to the Lego Club 
recommencing. If demand is high 
enough, Young Engineers are willing 
to add an extra afternoon class. So if 
your child is keen and missed out in 
Term 1, keep a careful eye on SEQTA 
communications about upcoming 
classes.
A big thank you to Heather for 
assisting in the management of this 
group, and to Ms Leed for allowing us 
to use her classroom!

Mr Chris Gatt, Secondary Teacher
A highlight of the Horizons program in Year 10 each 
year is the three-day Poetry intensive. Guest poet 
Joel McKerrow shares his own poetry and leads our 
students in a series of workshops to help awaken 
their understanding of their own voice and build their 
confidence in performing their poems. Students explore 
an issue they are passionate about and pour out their 
hearts in moving messages of hope for change. 
Joel McKerrow is so inspiring. One student said, “Honestly, 
three days ago I wasn’t keen on the idea of three days 
of poetry but you have introduced me to a new way of 
expressing what I have inside me.”
All of the students showed vulnerability and courage as 
they shared their original poems on the last day. Special 
awards were presented to Annie K, Timmy Q, Nick P, 
Andee T, Jialin C, and Grace K for their powerful and 
moving poems.

POETRY IN MOTION
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Mrs Sune Burger, Physical Education Teacher
For the second half of Term 2 and all of Term 3, the 
Year 7-8 Physical Education classes will learn about the 
cultural understandings of various team sports. They 
will explore how the game originated and the cultural 
significance that the sport has to a group of people 
and how it has influenced others sports. As part of the 
Secondary Sporting Schools grant money received 
by the College, students will participate in a total of 4 
Touch Rugby sessions run by Touch Football Australia. So 
far, students have had two sessions where they have 

learnt the origin of Touch Ruby as well as some specific 
skills related to the game Touch rugby was invented 
by Rugby Union players who wanted to keep fit during 
their off season, but they did not want to run the risk 
of  becoming injured through tackling. Thus, the game of 
Touch Rugby was invented. Touch Rugby involves the 
skills of reaction time, agility, speed and power. After the 
unit on Touch Rugby, students will participate in other 
team sports and compare and contrast the similarities 
and differences in skills and tactics. 

SPORTING SCHOOLS - TOUCH RUGBY

Mrs Vida Wang, Science Teacher
In the Secondary Advanced Science elective, the 
focus is to equip students with skills and knowledge 
to become a scientist. The theme for Term 1 was crime 
scene investigation. Students learned about different 
techniques used in forensic laboratories, including 
fingerprint analysis, handwriting and ink analysis, hair/
fibre analysis under a microscope, soil sampling and 
footprint analysis. Students then worked in groups to 
design a crime scene (see below) for another group to 
solve.

The theme for Term 2 is scientific investigations. Students 
are introduced to published scientific journals. We chose 
one experiment that tests the bacteriological growth 
in fresh and expired milk samples to replicate. In the 
photos below, students perform serial dilutions of the 
milk sample before transferring small amounts to grow 
on the nutrient agar plate. The result will be analysed in 
future classes.

CSI: NORTHSIDE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
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Mr Jared Stocks, College Chaplain
I recently attended a Personal 
Development workshop about 
Reconnection and Restoration. 
One of the keynote speakers 

for the event was Dr Lindsay 
Tunbridge Head of Wellbeing at 

Youth Dimensions. He listed 8 key 
protective factors in maintaining positive wellbeing. 
Two of these were self-esteem (or sense of personal 
worth) and optimism (hope). As Christians, we have 
both of these readily available to us through Jesus. 
Through the cross, God showed us our value, “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) and through 
the Resurrection, “Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3).
On Friday 4th June, the Wellbeing Team took the 
opportunity to acknowledge the efforts of the Year 11 
and 12 students so far this year, and to encourage them 
as they go into the second half of the year. We hope 
that by presenting these students with gifts, they would 
firstly feel valued, not only by us, but by the whole 
school community, their families and the Lord their God. 
And secondly, that it would give them a little injection of 
“hope” moving forward into the rest of 2021.
I encourage you today, remind yourself of your value 
to God, allow Him to show you His love, and allow Him 
to give you His hope. “Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” (Romans 
5:5 NKJV)

CHAPPY CHAT

Art
Competition

Northside Christian College

- Submit your artwork to your home room teacher -

Starts: Monday 24th May 
Ends: Friday 25th June  

Categories: 
Drawing, Painting, Photography, 
Sculpture and Digital Drawing 

Earn points for your House by entering
this competition! 

Show us your dynamic style and creative flair!
All students P-12 and Teachers can enter!

Theme: Stand

Individual prizes for winners in each category!

The NCC Art Competition is now open for submissions 
from students in Prep-Year 12 and staff.

Theme: STAND
Categories: Drawing, Painting, Photography, Sculpture 

and Digital Drawing
Ends: Friday 25th June 2021

Each Category winner will receive a prize and points 
for their House.

Please submit entries to apaterno@ncc.vic.edu.au or 
your class / homegroup teacher. Entry forms available 

from apaterno@ncc.vic.edu.au

Art Competition
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Mrs Sune Burger, Home Economics Teacher
The Year 9/10 Textiles elective class have been engaged 
in a charity project this term for their assessment task. 
We have joined up with ‘The Little Treasures Foundation’, 
who support families with premature and sick babies. 
Little Treasures have sent us a list of items that they are 
always in need of that the students have been making.
Developmental Scent Hearts:
These small fabric hearts are placed inside the parents’ 
clothing to pick up their personal scent and are then 
left with the babies for their comfort during the times 
when their parents are not with them. 
Drawstring Bags:
These bags will be used as part of the Read-a-Thon (an 
initiative that encourages bedside reading to babies 
in Neonatal Intensive Care Units and Special Care 
Nurseries to facilitate development and parental 
bonding).
Peanut Pillow:
Used as a head support for premature babies.
Knitted Bed Socks:
This item is for the Mothers’ Day milestone mail out 
initiative and involves sending gifts to families who 
are spending important dates such as Christmas, 
Easter and Mothers’ and Fathers’ Days in hospital.

If you would like to get involved in any of the 
projects, please contact Mrs Burger by email to  

(sburger@ncc.vic.edu.au). 
The finished projects are being sent to Little 

Treasures during Week 10 of this term.
Life’s Little Treasures Foundation: 
https://lifeslittletreasures.org.au/

TEXTILES LITTLE TREASURES PROJECT

Volunteer Induction and Parent Helper Training
Northside Christian College is most grateful for the support of our parents and volunteers. We have recently 
developed a Volunteer Induction portal on the College website to assist in facilitating the College’s Volunteer 
Induction and Parent Helper Training. We trust this will provide an opportunity for volunteers to complete this 
training at a time that works conveniently for them. The aim of our Volunteer Induction Program is to ensure all 
volunteers feel supported and valued as they prepare to take on a role volunteering at the College. Parents and 
members of the College community wishing to volunteer during 2021 are requested to refer to the webpage 
below for additional information. Thank you in advance for your willingness to volunteer at Northside. 

https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/volunteer-induction

https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/volunteer-induction
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Mrs Susan Vargheses, Science Co-ordinator
In Week 6 of this term, (just before lockdown) the Year 
9 students had the amazing opportunity to dissect 
a sheep’s brain and bull’s eye, as well as observe the 
dissection of a frog and a rat. The students were really 
keen to see the various organ systems we had been 
learning about this term. Here’s what a few Year 9G 
students had to say about their experience:

Linh - My experience with the bull’s eye dissection was 
very informative and helpful. It helped me understand 
the connection of everything in the eye and how it all 
functions as a whole.

Sarah - The dissections in Science were informative 
and provided a hands-on experience for us to learn 
about the structure of different organs. I enjoyed 
matching my book knowledge to what was on the 
bench in front of me. 

Madison - In Science, for our Biology unit, the Year 9 
class conducted three different dissections: a bull’s 
eye, a frog and a sheep’s brain. It was an amazing 
experience, full of learning and grasping opportunities 
to analyse and observe the different structures within 
the different body systems of animals. We got to 
observe the internal and external structures of the 
body systems, divulging and looking at the cerebrum 
and the white and grey matter within the brain. My 
favourite part of conducting the scientific observation 
was to separate and look at each structure of the brain. 
I was able to see how the different parts of the brain 
work independently in order to process and allow the 
body to function through the central nervous system. 

Tia - In the dissection pracs, I learnt a lot about the 
brain and different animal structures. It was a really 
interesting experience.  

HANDS ON SCIENCE
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Ms Tina Montero, Enrolments Officer

Prep 2023
Norhside is currently accepting applications for Prep 
2023. Families that have children due to commence 
Prep in 2023 are encouraged to submit their enrolment 
applications this year. Enrolment applications are 
available at the College Reception and via our website..

Prep 2022
Applications for Prep 2022 have now closed and places 
have been filled. If any existing family has not submitted 
a Prep 2022 application, please contact the Enrolments 
Officer at enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au. As Prep 2022 places have 
now been filled, existing families cannot be guaranteed 
a place for Prep next year.

Students on Visas
If your child’s VISA status has changed in the last  
12 months, please provide a copy of their new VISA  
to our Reception team, in person or by email to  
enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au.

Term 2 Enrolment Update

Winter Uniform
All students are required to wear the full Winter 
uniform during Terms 2 & 3. Secondary School students 
are reminded that they need to wear their blazer to 
and from school every day.
Secondary girls now have two Winter uniform  options:
Option 1: College skirt (knee length), white long-sleeved 
shirt, College tie, College blazer, black College jumper, 
black tights or black knee high socks, black leather lace 
up school shoes. Black bike shorts, no longer than the 
length of the dress, to be worn for extra warmth and 
modesty.
Option 2: College pinstripe slacks, white long-sleeved 
blouse, College tie, College blazer, black College 
jumper, black socks, black leather lace-up school 
shoes.

Capital Building Improvements - Tax Deductible Donations
Facilities play a role in the delivery of learning experiences. Inspiring learning spaces, multi-purpose 
communal areas, arts and sporting facilities need to be created, maintained and improved. 
We seek to engage with alumni, current families, friends and corporate donors who wish to help us 
implement our Capital Projects Plan. If you are considering a tax deductible gift to Northside Christian 
College’s building program before 30 June 2021, please contact the Accounts Office on 9467 2499.
All voluntary school buildings donations are tax deductible. Thank you.

mailto:enrol%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Student%20VISA
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