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We are entering the closing stages of a year that will 
be remembered for a long time into the future. It is a 
year that has seen all of us meet with challenges that 
we had never considered possible, let alone prepared 
for. In many ways, it is a shame that what could have 
been a memorable year for the right reasons, has 
ultimately been the opposite. Furthermore, those in our 
community for whom 2020 was their final year, may 
feel a sense of sadness that it wasn’t the kind of year 
they were expecting to go out on. However, I believe 
there is an alternative way to reflect on 2020. For me, 
the challenges that we faced together have made 
our community stronger and to have been a part of 
the Northside family in a year like this may well have 
strengthened our collective faith in God. One thing is for 
certain, although many things stopped during this year, 
our lives did not stop. In fact, during the long periods 
of lockdown, many of us will have gained insights into 
our own lives. I am sure you will agree that being taken 
through a journey where God reveals more to us about 
who He is and also who we are as Christ’s followers, is 
a growth experience. I pray that you all, in some way, 
have experienced what it means to be KNOWN and 
also that you now KNOW God a little more than you 
did at the start of the year. 
As mentioned above, there are some members of our 
community who will not be with us next year. Our 
courageous Year 12 group have been outstanding in 

the way they have cheerfully and, 
without grumbling, tried their very 
best to have a successful year. We wish them well and 
pray for each and every one of them throughout their 
exams and their future paths of discovery. 
I would also like to make mention of a number of 
special Northside Christian College staff who will be 
moving on to new things next year. Fiona Dumitrache, 
our Head of Student Wellbeing, will be leaving us at  
the end of the year after being with us for the last  
11 years. Fiona has been an outstanding support to our 
students and staff and will be missed. Colin Bland, who 
has been one of our highly skilled and experienced 
senior Mathematics teachers for the last few years will 
be retiring and we wish him well also. Rachel Green 
has been a terrific member of our office administration 
team this year and we are sad to see her returning 
back home to the US with her family. We wish them 
a safe journey. Shevaun Worrell and Kirsty Watson 
Jones, who have been on leave during 2020, will sadly 
not be returning in 2021. The contribution of Kirsty and 
Shevaun over the years has been significant.
With just a few short weeks of the year left, we are still 
intending to see out the year with a slightly different 
but very special Celebration event. Keep your eyes 
open for more news on this soon.

Grace & Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal

NA I DOC Week Art
See Page 8
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Diary Dates

Term 4

Tuesday 10th November – 
Tuesday 1st December
VCE Unit 3/4 External 
Examinations

Monday 23rd November
Year 10 + 11 Books and Supplies 
Day 

Tuesday 24th – Friday 27th 
November
Unit 2 Examinations

Tuesday 24th November
2021 Orientation Day

Wednesday 25th November
Curriculum Day - Student Free

Monday 30th November – Friday 
4th December
Senior School Early 
Commencement Program

Thursday 3rd December
Year 6 Graduation

Monday 7th - Tuesday 8th 
December
Senior School Retreat

Monday 7th December
Primary School Awards Assembly
Middle School Awards Assembly
Senior School Awards Assembly

Tuesday 8th December
Last Day - 1:00pm Finish

2020 Term Dates
Term 4
Tuesday 6th October - Tuesday 
8th December

2020 VIRTUAL ART SHOW
Entries Now Open for the

This year, our annual NCC Art Show 
is going online! 
The 2020 Virtual Art Show will launch 
on Friday 4th December at 4:00pm 
and will be open all weekend for 
families to view the artworks and 
vote for their favourites! 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED:
Scan or take clear photographs 
of your artworks and send to the 
relevant email address (at right), 
together with the artist’s name, 
title of artwork and year level (if a 
student).

Entry is open to all College students, 
parents, carers and staff!

SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO:
Prep-Year 4 + Open Category
Mrs Antonietta Veljanovski
aveljanovski@ncc.vic.edu.au

Years 5-8
Ms Jo Westland
jwestland@ncc.vic.edu.au

Years 9-12
Mr Daniel Hennequin
dhennequin@ncc.vic.edu.au

Entries are due  
Friday 20th November 2020!

DON’T MISS OUT!
The College regularly sends out important notifications to families 
through SEQTA Engage. If you have not yet downloaded the App, please 
contact Reception on 03 9467 2499 for instructions on how to do so. 
If you have already downloaded the App, thank you! Don’t 
forget to turn on your SEQTA Engage Notifications in Settings, 
to avoid missing any essential information.

mailto:aveljanovski%40ncc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=2020%20Virtual%20Art%20Show%20Entry
mailto:jwestland%40ncc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=2020%20Virtual%20Art%20Show%20Entry
mailto:dhennequin%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=2020%20Virtual%20Art%20Show%20Entry
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YEAR 12 GRADUATION
Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal/Head of Secondary
Northside Christian College joined with the Year 12 Class 
of 2020 to celebrate their graduation, in a way that was 
both unique and appropriate for this ‘unprecedented’ 
year. Students graduated in the VCE Study Room at 
the College, with an online Zoom audience of parents, 
carers, relatives, and students and staff. The Graduation 
Ceremony provided an opportunity to acknowledge 
the accomplishments of our graduating students. The 
class of 2020 are commended on their resiliency during 
a challenging year.

One of the College Vice Captains, Dimitra Karkaloutsos, 
opened the ceremony with a Bible verse and prayer. 
This provided an opportunity to give thanks to God for 
His protection and the chance to learn more about Him 
while studying at Northside. 

Each student was presented to the audience by a staff 
member who had pre-recorded some special words 
of encouragement. This provided a rich opportunity to 
reflect on the gifts and talents of each of our students and 
to honour their contribution to our College Community. 

In a pre-recorded address, the 2020College Captain, 
Shemara Karunaratne, acknowledged and thanked staff 
and parents for their support throughout the year. In a 
word of encouragement for the students in Prep to Year 
11, Shemara highlighted how much God loves each one of 
us and has blessed us with unique gifts and talents.

Mr Higgins presented several perpetual awards at 
this ceremony, recognising the persistent endeavour, 
diligence, and achievement of excellence of this cohort 
of students. The awards celebrated academic, sporting, 
leadership, and creative achievements as well as 
Christian character. 

Thank you to the many staff who supported this event, 
including the planning committee of Mrs Lenna Waters 
and Mrs Maryann Stewart. Mr Jared Stocks, Mr Chris Gatt, 
Mr James Eynaud and Mrs Angela Eynaud also made 
significant contributions towards the running of this 
special event. 

We congratulate the Class of 2020 on their 
graduation from Northside Christian College!
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INSPiRE: FOUNDER TIMES EDITION 2
Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) 
Coordinator
The second edition of our student publication, Founder 
Times, will be available for download very soon. Our 
student committee, ably led by Year 9 student, Andee, 
has been working tirelessly through Remote Learning 
and returning to school in Term 4 to put together 
an inspiring collection of students’ creativity on the 
College’s theme for 2020 ‘KNOWN’. Look for a SEQTA 
message containing the finished publication very soon!

‘Founder Times was conceived as 
a creative outlet for all students 
to showcase their various media-
related passions. In the publications, 
students are inspired to produce 
and showcase their respective skills 
— be they photography, art, poetry, 
or writing. Furthermore, committee 

members gain the experience of being part 
of a publication — learning to edit, work collaboratively, 
and meet deadlines — whilst surrounded by like-minded 
peers.’ 
Andee, Yr 9, Founder Times President

‘Founder Times has allowed 
me to express my creative 
abilities through a friendly and 
fun environment. I loved seeing 
Northside’s amazing talent 
through designing the magazine.’ 
Luana, Yr 11, Design & Layout

‘I liked the way we had Primary and 
Secondary groups, and how Andee 
was leading. I can’t wait to see more 
people attend next year!’ 
Neriah, Yr 4, committee member
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Leaving Northside?
If your child/ren are not returning to Northside in 2021, 
families must complete and submit the Withdrawal 
Notice form as soon as possible. The Withdrawal Notice 
is available at the College Reception, or by sending an 
email to enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au. Many of our classes are 
now subject to a waiting list in 2021. Families that do 
not give the required notice will be required to pay 
one term’s fees. 

Prep 2022
Applications for Prep 2022 are open. All current 
families that have children that will turn five years old 
by 30th April 2022 are eligible to apply. Please do not 
leave submitting your enrolment applications too late 
as the College may not be able to accommodate late 
enrolments for siblings. This year, the College received 
over 100 applications for Prep 2021. 

ENROLMENT UPDATES
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Chappy Chat
Mr Jared Stocks, Chaplain 
Recently, I watched the Dove 
Awards on youtube. The Dove 
Awards are an accolade given by 
the Gospel Music Association (GMA) 
of the United States to recognize 
outstanding achievement in the 
Christian music industry. The 
awards are presented annually with 
different categories listed. Some of 
the recipients this year were Tauren 
Wells, For King and Country, and Kirk 
Franklin. I rarely watch these, but this 
year I was able to watch them, and I 
was amazed at the quality of the songs and production. 
But what really stood out was the amount of artists who 
performed alongside other artists, singing their songs. 
There was a real culture of collaboration. 
Over this year I have attended several online 
workshops with a guy called Rick Pino. He is a prophetic 
worship leader in Houston, Texas. This has meant that, 
due to time difference, I have been waking up anywhere 
between 2am to 5am to attend. I have attended over 
30 “live” sessions from my home, hearing from Rick and 
various other Worship leaders, Pastors and Leaders of 
Movements. Its been an incredible time of learning and 
spiritual growth.
One of the key phrases Rick uses is that “Worship was 
never meant to be an industry, but a priesthood.” The 
idea here is that aiming to have a top 10 song, to make 
money from royalties or gain fame through worship 
should never be the main thing. JESUS is the main thing. 
There’s nothing wrong with fame, money or top 10 songs 
if they are a by-product of your service to God, but our 
worship is meant to be just that: a priestly service. Two 
scriptures come to mind:

Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 
and proper worship.”

1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

The Dove Awards are “Industry” Awards, and I’m sure 
that God loves to bless artists who use their gifts to 
further his Kingdom but, equally, I’m sure He loves it 
when we declare His praises and honour Him through 
daily service and sacrifice. I encourage you, to remove 
the sackcloth and ashes of 2020, dust off the priestly 
garments, and praise him today.

Bless you,
Jared

Sacrifice of Praise

Second Hand Uniforms
Unfortunately, due to COVID, the College is unable to host its Annual Second Hand Uniform Day. College 

families have the opportunity to sell their second hand uniforms directly to other families via the Facebook 
group NCC Second Hand Uniforms and Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell. Please ensure you read the group rules; only 
NCC uniforms and textbooks may be sold in this group. NCC provides the platform for the sale of second hand 

NCC uniforms and textbooks, but these sales and purchases are directly between families, not with NCC.

Join Today!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
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Remembrance Day Reflection
Lyvia, Year 6
On Wednesday the 11th of November, the Year 5/6 
students attended an online Remembrance Day 
Ceremony. Usually, people would gather together in the 
city to commemorate the brave soldiers who lost their 
lives in the war, fighting, so that we could all live at peace 
here in Australia today. Although we weren’t able to be 
together in person, it was nice to be able to watch the 
ceremony virtually, even if it meant we missed recess 
and went to recess during third period instead.
Firstly, the host began the ceremony by informing us of 
the agenda, and introduced the Governor of Victoria, 
Linda Dessau. After that, a guard marched into the 
Shrine and stood respectfully near a stone with the 
inscription “Greater love hath no man” which is aligned 
with an opening in the roof, so that a ray of sunlight 
shines on the word ‘love’ on exactly the eleventh hour, 
of the eleventh day, of the eleventh month. Then, the 
Governor of Victoria laid the wreath near the stone 
inside the Shrine of Remembrance. Some soldiers shot 
an empty cannon in the air as a sign of respect for the 
fallen soldiers.

My highlight of the virtual Remembrance Day Ceremony 
was when a pre-recorded, virtual video of a choir came 
on screen and sang a song as a tribute to the fallen 
soldiers, because it was really interesting to hear the 
different harmonies the singers made, and overall they 
sung the song really well. I also enjoyed the part when 
Navy soldiers sang and played different instruments to 
the Australian Anthem.

Angus commemorates the soldiers who have died  
by wearing a poppy

2020 Celebration Evening is Coming
to Your Home Tuesday 8th December!
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CELEBRATING NAIDOC WEEK
Mrs Antonietta Veljanovski, Visual Arts Primary Teacher
To commemorate NAIDOC Week, our Lower Primary 
School students have been creating art inspired by 
Trawlwoolway story teller and artist Lisa Kennedy. 
The students have been putting a lot of effort into their 
artworks and the results are striking and beautiful!

NAIDOC Week 2020 acknowledges and celebrates 
that our nation’s story didn’t begin with documented 
European contact. The very first footprints on this 
continent were those belonging to First Nations 
peoples.
NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to come together 
to celebrate the rich history, diverse cultures and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the oldest continuing cultures on the 
planet.
Always Was, Always Will Be.

8th-15th November 2020

Showcase 2020 is Here!
Northside Christian College is delighted to share this special short  
10 minute film as a substitute for us not being able to run our annual Learning 
Showcase this year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. This Virtual Showcase 
video captures the essence of the learning that took place during lockdown 
this year and exists as a 
piece of history that has 
been captured for us to 
enjoy now and look back 
on in years to come.

Watch it online now!
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
w a t c h ? v = g l C H _
LIgzj0&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glCH_LIgzj0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glCH_LIgzj0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glCH_LIgzj0&feature=youtu.be
SHOWCASE 2020 IS HERE!Northside Christian College is delighted to share this special short 10 minute film as a substitute for us not being able to run our annual Learning Showcase this year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. This Virtual Showcase video captures the essence of the learning that took place during lockdown this year and exists as a piece of history that has been captured for us to enjoy now and look back on in years to come.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glCH_LIgzj0&feature=youtu.be
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Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal/Head of Secondary
Northside Christian College is continuing to follow 
advice from the Victorian and Australian Governments 
in relation to Coronavirus (COVID-19). The safety and 
wellbeing of our students and staff remains our priority. 
Currently, there are no suspected or confirmed cases 
of the virus at Northside Christian College.

Symptoms of COVID-19
Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild illness 
to pneumonia. Some people will recover easily, and 
others may get very sick very quickly. People with 
coronavirus may experience 
symptoms such as:
• fever
• respiratory symptoms
• coughing
• sore throat
• shortness of breath
Other symptoms can include runny 
nose, headache, muscle or joint 
pains, nausea, diarrhoea, vomiting, 
loss of sense of smell, altered sense 
of taste, loss of appetite and fatigue.
To stop the spread of COVID-19 
people with even mild symptoms 
of respiratory infection should get 
tested. No child should attend 
school if they are unwell. Anyone 
who is unwell should not attend school. This includes 
you or your child. If your child goes to school while 
unwell, they will be sent home.
Source: www.health.gov.au 

Face masks and going to school
If your child is aged 12 and over they’ll need to wear a 
face mask. This includes travelling to and from school.  
If you cannot get a face mask, your child’s school may 
be able to give one to you.
Some children do not have to wear a facing mask in 
school. This includes children who:
• Primary School students
• are aged 12 by Year 6
• have a medical condition such as problems with 

their breathing, a serious skin condition on the 
face, a disability or a mental health condition. This 
includes children who go to a specialist school

Source: www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au 

Physical distancing in schools
The College has implemented plans to promote 
physical distancing throughout the day. The College 
is attempting to reduce mixing between different 
groups of children, which is recommended as way to 
help contain, and reduce the spread of transmission 
in the rare event of a confirmed case of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) on-site. The College has also defined 
different play areas of different year levels to further  
avoid mixing between different year levels and 
classes.

The College recognioses that 
the main risk of transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school 
environment is between adults. 
As a result, significant plans have 
been made to limit adult-to-adult 
transmission. 

Hygiene Practices
School staff and students are 
encouraged to wash their hands 
throughout the day. If soap and 
water is not available, alcohol-
based hand sanitiser will be used.
Hygiene practices suitable for 
different age groups will be 
encouraged. For younger children 
this includes:

• teaching them how to wash hands properly and 
other hygiene habits

• supervision of handwashing where possible to 
make sure children are doing it properly

• making sure children wash their hands when they 
enter the school, regularly throughout the day and 
before and after eating

Students will be asked to:
• cough into their elbows or a tissue
• put used tissues straight into the bin
• avoid touching their eyes, noses or mouths
• not share food or drink
• not use water fountains or bubblers directly
• make sure they practice strict hygiene when 

preparing their food
Source: www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

COLLEGE RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

keep that cough 
under cover.
Always cough or sneeze into your arm or a tissue and put the 
tissue in the bin straight away. Wash your hands with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds afterwards. 

Together we can help stop  
the spread and stay healthy.

For more information about Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) visit health.gov.au

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/physical-distancing-health-and-hygiene
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/physical-distancing-health-and-hygiene 
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